Canoeing has been a part of life since the first white men arrived in what is now Alberta, and
long before then, by native Indians. Not before the end of the Second World War, did people
have enough leisure time available, for the idea of recreational canoeing to really take hold.

Sure, some people might have canoed up and down the North Saskatchewan River just for fun, perhaps as
far back as the 1920 or 30, but if organized clubs existed then, we just don't know.

Some old timers have talked of groups of people canoeing "way back". Old city maps from the fifties show
that canoe clubs existed or had existed in Edmonton. One such map shows the captioning "Canoe Club" at
the mouth of Whitemud Creek .But not before July 24, 1964, do we have a written record of a canoe club by
name. Bob Lamb, a Canadian Youth Hostel member, together with a few other interested paddlers, formed
the Northwest Voyageurs Canoe and Kayak Club, the club still with us today. A few earlier attempts had
been made, but apparently without lasting success.

As the Edmonton Journal put it at July 24, 1964; "Bob Lamb's Northwest Voyageurs Canoe and Kayak Club
now have more than 20 members, since being formed a few years ago". Four trips were planned that
summer on the North Saskatchewan, the Red Deer, the McLeod and the Athabasca rivers.

Here is an example of the river information of the day: "there are 5 major rivers in Alberta, making possible
11 different trips. e.g. Nordegg to Rocky Mountain House and Jasper to Whitecourt are difficult because of
whitewater."

In the following years the club increased dramatically, and by 1973 it had over a 100 members, many of
which built their own boats out of fiber glass in a building the club rented from the city of Edmonton, where
the Muttart Conservatory Pyramids now stand. Regular courses in canoeing, and indoor winter courses in
kayaking were introduced as a regular feature which has been maintained to this day . Kayak pool sessions
were first held in the U of A pool and when the N.A.I.T. pool was completed, we moved and used it for many
years. The N.A.L.T. pool was eventually closed to outside clubs, which forced us to find a new home at the
Confederation Pool where we are today.

During the 70's, river introduction was held every Tuesday night at Whitemud Creek. Many became new
members there, and some even married. By now the trip schedule had expanded to 25 trips for the summer,
and groups of members were going up north to paddle the McKenzie and other northern rivers.

This was a time when people were looking for clean healthy outdoors activities, and canoeing fit the bill
admirably, with it's camping and fireside camaraderie as well as it's paddling.

At the same time special interest groups were forming within the club, and so in 1974 an offshoot club was
formed called the Edmonton Whitewater Paddlers, taking with it some of the members interested in
Whitewater Racing. A few years later, another group, wishing to specialize in family trips and Voyageur
canoes formed the Ceyana Canoe Club.

The policy of the Northwest Voyageurs was and still is to provide canoeing and kayaking enjoyment across
the whole spectrum of recreational paddling. By the time 1980 rolled around, the club posted between 40
and 45 trips each summer, as well as courses, summer bar-b-cues and ski trips in winter. A monthly
newsletter has been mailed out consistently since 1973 to all paid up members informing them of trips, trip
reports and anything else of interest related to the club. As well, the club has a fleet of both canoes and
kayaks made available to members to rent for club trips. During the 1980’s, the club separated from it's long
association with the Canadian Youth Hostel, becoming a fully independent organization.

In the 1990's, the N.W.V. gave birth to yet another club, and the Mistaya Kayak Club came into being. It
would not be wrong to say that the N.W.V. has grand fathered most of the paddling clubs in Edmonton. Even
with supplying both members and expertise, the N.W.V. have managed to hold it's own, and we have about
the same numbers of both members and trips.

Over the years the N.W.V. have catered to a broad spectrum of paddlers, offering all types of paddling, a
policy we still follow today, almost 60 years later.

Article found in the club archives — Information verified by Club Members



