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Building a Kayak Trailer
Here's some pictures of the kayak trailer my friend and
I cobbled up last month, in case anyone else is looking
to go this route.
TRAILER: The trailer is a "Lifetime" trailer from
Canadian Tire. $1099 regular price, but I got mine on
sale for $850 last fall. (Sears sells exactly the same
trailer, under the Coleman name, for $400 more). The
trailer folds up until it's just 29" wide (it can fit through
the door of your house), plus the tongue retracts.
Made in Korea - excellent reviews. Total carrying
capacity is 500 Kg (1000 lbs +), which means it could
carry the weight of 20 kayaks if you could fit them all
on.
KAYAK RACKS: A friend of mine designed and
welded up the racks (green in the pictures) and
extended the tongue by 3 ft (not yet done in pictures),
and I forced $100 on him for doing it for me.
Realistically, if you supplied a welding shop with the
design, measurements and the square metal tubing,
cutting and welding it up might cost you $200. The
tubing cost about $120 at Metal Supermarket. Various
Northwest Voyageurs Canoe and Kayak Club

bolts, nyloc nuts and flat washers cost about $13.
Paints about $20. Wiring harness extension because of
the longer tongue, about $5. Total cost including trailer
was about $1135, and about 20 hours of combined
labour.
KAYAK SADDLES: I already had the Malone JStyle Autoloader saddles, purchased at Ocean Sports
on sale for $130 per kayak, so about $550 with tax.
WHAT'S NOT TO LIKE?: The kayaks are easier to load
and unload because they don't have to be lifted 6 feet
up onto the roof of our van; when we get home from a
trip on the water I just hose down the boats and wheel
the trailer and kayaks into the garage - no unloading
off the roof of the vehicle
when we're sore and tired at
Continued on page 4

Calendar
Wednesday, May 26, 2010

7:30 PM

NWV General Meeting (Open House, see page 6 for
details)
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published in the newsletter?

Most club members receive a PDF
copy by email or receive notification
that it is available online. If you
currently receive a printed copy and
are able to receive a PDF copy
instead, please let the membership
coordinator know so we can start
sending you an electronic copy.
Northwest Voyageurs
Canoe and Kayak Club
Box 1341
Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 2N2
Online at: www.nwvoyageurs.com

Send them to: eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com
Cover Photo by: Frank Geddes
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President’s Report
Well, in case you haven’t noticed
it, paddling season has arrived. I
believe that Ric Fetterly was the
first to officially test the waters for
our club this year with a trip to
the Pembina River in mid April.
For much of the river, they could
have traded their two tandem
canoes and one kayak for stilts.
Let’s hope we get some rain to
raise the waters!

We have a fairly busy trip
schedule with about an equal
number of white water and “flat’
water trips. Also, there are several
multi-club gatherings, such as the
Pincher Creek white water
rendezvous (22 - 24 May), the NE
Alberta Paddle Rendezvous for
canoes and kayaks at Beaver Lake
near Lac la Biche (4 – 6 June), and
the Grande Cache white water
festival (5 – 6 June). Combined
Judging from the success of our
with the weekly sessions at
winter pool sessions, we have an
Rundle Park and several trips on
eager new crop of paddlers and
the North Saskatchewan within
some improved veterans. We were
the city, they give us lots of
oversubscribed for all sessions:
chances to paddle.
two kayak courses, a canoe
rescue/recovery clinic, a kayak
Speaking of the North
rescue/recovery clinic, and a
Saskatchewan river, we will have
kayak roll clinic. Additionally, for a visitor from the U of A (Ofer
the first time, Edmond put on a
Arazy) to tell us about a City of
special introductory session for
Edmonton project to set up a userthe Confederation Pool staff,
input information system about
showing them the fundamentals
river valley conditions, the idea
of paddling and how to rescue an being that folks using the river
overturned kayaker.
valley can use their digital phones
and such to provide notes and
I tried to get a jump on the season
photos to keep the system up to
by going to the Gulf Islands over
date. From our perspective as
Easter. However, we were
paddlers, we likely see things
thwarted by high winds that
differently from trail users. (So far,
closed the ferries, left downed
the most interesting thing that I
trees throughout Vancouver
found along the river was a tiger
Island and area, and produced
salamander nestled in a small
dangerous waters with high
plastic “coffin” complete with
waves. The weather at that time
plastic leaves for a bed.) Come out
was better in Edmonton, although
and see how you can get involved
our waters were still a bit icy.
and how we can benefit from the
Now, with the ice gone, we have
city’s plan—which may include a
good opportunities for paddling,
trip down the river in the near
notwithstanding the occasional
future.
shallow river.
Northwest Voyageurs Canoe and Kayak Club

Photo by: Peter Mitchell

Ofer will be at our Open House on
26 May. It is our last social event
before our summer picnic. MEC
will also be coming to display
some of their paddling and
outdoor products. And, we may
have some slides or videos,
depending on time, so come out
and bring your friends who may
want to see what we do in this
club.
Special thanks to the presenters at
our last two social events: Alison
Dinwoodie, for her slides of the
old days of paddling in Scotland,
and Cindy and Dale, for their
presentation of recent trips to
Thailand and Vietnam. The
technologies were different, but
the spirit of adventure was the
same.
Keep up that spirit of adventure!
See you on the water.
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the end of a trip; lift the racks off the trailer and I have
a utility trailer for hauling other stuff around; and,
come winter, hang the kayaks and the racks in the
garage, fold up the trailer and tuck it into a corner.
THANKS, AND PASSING IT ON: My thanks go out
to Edmond Duggan, Frank Geddes and Peter Mitchell
for their encouragement and advice on this project.
Accordingly, if anyone would like to borrow my racks
to make a pattern for a rack to fit a Lifetime trailer, you
can contact me at (780)460-5785 or willkeith@shaw.ca.

May 2010

I'm doing up a list of all the metal and assorted
hardware required for this project.
See you on the water,
Will

Trailer opened up, ready for kayak racks.

Trailer folded up for winter storage - 29" wide! Black rod
on the ground is the crank for opening and closing the
trailer.

Trailer with kayak racks (green) slipped into place, and 3
sets of saddles bolted on. Still need to bolt on 4th set of
saddles. Also, trailer tongue has yet to be extended by 3
feet.

Just back from the Sturgeon River. Trailer with 4 kayaks
up, plus lots of room in the trailer bed for gear. Front and
rear trailer panels lift out if we wanted to carry 2 more
kayaks in the box.
Northwest Voyageurs Canoe and Kayak Club

Photos by: Will Keith
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Photo by: Ken Collett

Photo by: Edmond Duggan

OPEN HOUSE
Doo
r Pr

izes

Wednesday May 26, 2010, 7:30 PM
Strathcona Community League
10139 86 Avenue NW

Pre

tion
a
t
n
se

s

Think you might like to try Canoeing or Kayaking?
Looking for people to paddle with?
From April thru October we offer one of the most extensive paddling schedules in Alberta,
with up to three different trips on every weekend, ranging from quiet floats to adrenaline
pumping white water.
We also offer excellent training programs, numerous workshops, and have a large fleet of
rental boats available for club members
If you are an outdoor enthusiast and would like to have a great time on our rivers, come to
our Open House or check out our website at: www.nwvoyageurs.com

S

s
nack

Come see what we have to offer!
We look forward to meeting you!

Photo by: Ken Collett
Northwest Voyageurs Canoe and Kayak Club

Slid

e Sh

ow

Photo by: Frank Geddes
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Paddling the Berland River
We are looking for trip participants to paddle the Berland
River from Hwy 40 into the Athabasca River to Windfall –
about 265 km – 5 to 7 days, depending on conditions.
Minimum Novice+ or preferably Intermediate paddling
skills required.
Date open for discussion but probably in June because of
water levels. Contact Peter Daum ‐ 780‐727‐2792 or email
bdaum@xplornet.ca

For Sale
2 Sets of “J” racks for kayaks. $50 each set, OBO. Contact
Peter or Kathy at 780-466-2262.

Up the creek without a paddle*? No problem…use a pole

Poling Your Canoe
June 20th, Islet Lake and Pembina River
This informal introduction is intended to get you started in
the art of poling. The session will begin on Isle Lake at
Gainsford and introduce basic techniques. Learn how easy it
is to get along even when your pole can’t reach the bottom of
the lake! Lots of time for just messing about in your boat
with a pole. After lunch we’ll move to Pembina River to use
techniques on moving water - ferrying, eddy-turns, eddy
hopping etc – for both up-river and down-river travel.
You need to provide all your own equipment including your
pole…easy to make and at about $25 a pole is a lot cheaper
than a paddle! Ask Alan for instructions.
Contact Alan (780-487-0607 or alan.alkemy@gmail.com) for
more information and to sign up.

Rendezvous `10
a paddlers’ festival in Alberta’s Lakeland

An  Introduction  to  Recreational    
Kayaking  

on Beaver Lake near Lac La Biche

June 4, 5 & 6

Program:
canoe & kayak instruction
beginners & experienced
tandem & solo
guided trips
north “Big” canoes
birding
outdoor photography
children & youth programs
safety & skills
Leave No Trace
demos and test drives
trade show
for further information and registration

www.paddlealberta.org/rendezvous
earlybird registration by May 15th
supported by:

Learn  the  basics  of  recreational  kayaking  in  a  safe  
environment   to   begin   your   paddling   adventures.  
This  course  is  designed  for  those  with  no  kayaking  
experience.    

Sunday  June  13,  2010  
Rundle  Park  Paddling  Centre  
11  AM  till  4  PM  
$30.00    
      

Lac la Biche Clubs

totem outdoor outfitters

  Contact  Edmond    
webmaster@nwvoyageurs.com  /  476-1788  
      

Register  by  June  5th,  max  6  students,  additional  courses  may  
be  scheduled  based  on  demand.  
Photo by: Edmond Duggan
Northwest Voyageurs Canoe and Kayak Club
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open

Apr 3 or 4
Apr 17-18
tentative

Milk River

Islet Lake

Kananaskis

May 29-30

May 29,30

May 29-30

Every Wed from
Rundle Park Pond
Jun 2 till Sep 8

Pincher Creek Area
(various rivers)

May 22-24

May 22,23

Golden Spike to
Devon
Red Deer River
Burbank to
Highway 21

Pembina

May 16

May 16

Flat water Canoe

North
Saskatchewan Genessee Area

ALL

Whitewater Kayak

Rec & Sea Kayak

Canoe & Rec Kayak

I

II-III

I

I-II

I - IV

I

Flat water Canoe and
Kayaks

Whitewater Canoe &
Kayak

I

I

Flat water Canoe

Whitewater Kayak

I

Any

Novice

Novice

Intermediate

Beginner to
Advanced

Any

Beginner

Beginner

Beginner

Beginner

Nigel T.

Frank G.
Dave S.

Canoe
Camping

Car
Camping
Car
Camping
Weekly
event

Jack I.

Melvyn K.

Car
Camping

Canoe
Camping

Steve B.

Edmond D.

Day
Training
Day trip

Alan S.

Dave S.

Day trip

Day Trip

701-2856

432-1923

240-8150

477-2441

484 3563

461-3292

476-1788

487-0607

701-2856

kayak2hell@yahoo.ca

fgeddes@telus.net

none

wwkayak@nwvoyageurs.com

none

none

webmaster@nwvoyageurs.com

alan.alkemy@gmail.com

kayak2hell@yahoo.ca

Paddling Centre opens. Drop in any
Wednesday night from 7-9 PM for
informal training and a good social time!

Kananaskis River and other various rivers

A great local lake for paddling, wildlife
watching, and a picnic/barbecue.

Two nights stay at writing on Stone sat
day trip relatively easy Class I Sat-Sunday
overnight canoe from Milk River to Bridge
before WOS Park camp at Povery Rock
Intermediate canoe Class +I to II
(definitely not beginner, numerous mud/
rock cliffs, undercut banks, in stream
boulders)
Very scenic. Lots of birds, especially cliff
swallows.

The whitewater festival of the season! It
has been known to snow. Six hour drive
from Edmonton.

Overnight Camping Trip

Golden Spike to Devon. Excellent spring
warmup trip

Introduction to whitewater kayaking.
Some class II rapids, that can be avoided.

Basic canoe skills for any beginners

Spring melt may change the date of this
trip.

May 8 or 9

I

fetterly@shaw.ca

Whitewater Kayak

438-1296

May 8 or 9

Date is completely dependent on spring
melt. Contact Kurt early - expect a date
change.

Introduction to moving water in the city,
this will allow beginner whitewater
kayakers a chance to try their boats out
on the river

Ric F.

sejr@syban.net

Day trip on the Sturgeon River

Comments

North
Saskatchewan

Car
Camping

922-6200

sejr@syban.net

Email

Consider volunteering to lead a club trip
this weekend.

Intermediate

Kurt S.

922-6200

Phone #

Open

I - II

Day Trip

Kurt S.

Coordinator

Apr 24 - 25

Whitewater Canoe &
Kayak

Intermediate

Day Trip

Type

Pembina & Lobstick

II

Beginner

Skill Level

Apr 17 - 18

Whitewater Kayak

1+

Class

Whitemud Creek

Whitewater Canoe &
Kayak

Interest

Contact Ivan I ( trip@nwvoyageurs.com )
Click to email the organizer or 477-2441 to add your trip

Apr 17 - 30

Sturgeon River

Water(s)

Date

Click to check the club website for the latest updates
Last revised 2010 03 06
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Canoe & Rec Kayak

Canoe & Rec Kayak

Whitewater Kayak

ALL

Whitewater Kayak

Flat water Canoe &
Kayak

Recreational Kayak

Sea Kayak

Whitewater Kayak

Poling Course

Rundle Park Pond

Beaver Lake, Lac
La Biche

Maligne Lake’s
Coronet Creek

Grande Cache
(various rivers)

Rundle Park Pond

Highwood/
Livingstone

Astotin Lake (13 or
14th)

Rundle Park

Rundle Park

North
Saskatchewan

Upper Red Deer

Islet Lake &
Pembina River

Lac La Biche

Every Wed in
June

June 4-6

June 5-7

Jun 5-6

June 12

Jun 12-13

Jun 13-14

June 13

June 13

Jun 15

Jun 19-20

Jun 20

Jun 19-21

Rec & Sea Kayak

Recreational Kayak

Rec & Sea Kayak

Water(s)

Date

Interest

I

I

II-III

I

I

I

I

II-III

I

II - IV

I

I

I

Class

Novice

Any

intermediate

Novice

Novice

Beginner

Beginner

Intermediate

Any

Intermediate to
Advanced

Any

Any

Beginner

Skill Level

Click to check the club website for the latest updates
Last revised 2010 03 06
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Alan S.

Frank G.

Car
Camping

Jarret R

Car
Camping
Car
Camping

Edmond D.

Edmond D.

Edmond D.

Frank G.

Evening
Trip

Day Trip

Course

Day Trip

Dave S.

Frank G.

Special
Event
Car
Camping

Dave S.

Larry L.

Car
Camping

Canoe
Camping

Paddle
Alberta

Frank G.

Evening
Training
Car
Camping

Coordinator

Type

webmaster@nwvoyageurs.com

476-1788

432-1923

487-0607

fgeddes@telus.net

alan.alkemy@gmail.com

jrkayak@yahoo.com

webmaster@nwvoyageurs.com

webmaster@nwvoyageurs.com

476-1788

476-1788

fgeddes@telus.net

kayak2hell@yahoo.ca

president@nwvoyageurs.com

kayak2hell@yahoo.ca

larryle@shaw.ca

www.paddlealberta.org

fgeddes@telus.net

Email

432-1923

701-2856

432-1923

701-2856

642-6899

432-1923

Phone #

Summer solstice. Weekend day trips from
the campground at Winston Churchill
Provincial Park.

This is an informal introduction to the art
of poling. The session starts at Islet Lake
and will move to the Pembina River.

An upriver paddle (no shuttle) for sea
kayaks somewhere in the city. Register by
Sunday night
Early season river may have fluctuating
water levels (normally in flood at this time
of year!)

Meet new recreational kayakers. All rec/
sea kayakers welcome. Come for lunch
at 1 PM, paddle 2 till 4 PM.

Introduction to recreational kayaking
course for the complete beginner . $30
course fee. 11 AM till 4 PM. Call/email to
register

Classic spot at Elk Island National Park
for paddling, wildlife watching, and a
picnic/barbecue. Good beach.

Some warmer waters for paddling

Edmonton River day event. Consider
volunteering to man the club's display or
help out with paddling demos.

Comments
Introduction to sea/rec kayaking. Basic
maneuvering, bracing, wet exits and
kayak re-entry.
First annual Paddler's Festival in Northern
Alberta
Maligne Lake Back country camping. It’ll
be three days June 5-6-7. Leaving the
Friday before to meet up at the lake early
Sat. morning. Coming back the Monday
June 7.
Maligne Lake Back country camping. I
have 3 spots booked at the Coronet
Creek Campsite (22kms) at the end of the
Lake. It’ll be three days June 5-6-7.
Leaving the Friday before to meet up at
the lake early Sat. morning. Coming back
the Monday June 7.
Another whitewater festival. NOT beginner
friendly! Hotel strongly recommended, as
camping is limited.

Contact Ivan I ( trip@nwvoyageurs.com )
Click to email the organizer or 477-2441 to add your trip

Flat water Canoe
Training

Whitewater Canoe
training course

All

Canoe or Rec Kayak

Whitewater Kayak

Kicking Horse

Flat water Canoe
training

Whitewater Canoe
Training Course

William Switzer

Jasper

Saskatchewan
Crossing to Rocky
Mountain House

Bighorn/Mystaya

Jun 26-27

Jun 26-27

Jun 26-27

Jun 26-29

July 1-4

July 1-4

Flat water Canoe &
Rec Kayak

All

Whitewater Kayak or
Whitewater Canoe

North
Saskatchewan

Upper Red Deer

Churchill - Pall

Jasper

Slave River Paddle
Fest

Clearwater Festival

Kananaskis

Brierlies

Jul 18

Jul 17-18

Jul 26-30 or
Aug 1-7

Jul 31 - Aug 2

Jul 30-31

Jul 31-Aug 2

Aug 13-15

Aug 21-22

Whitewater Kayak

Whitewater Kayak

Whitewater Kayak

Canoe or Rec Kayak

Whitewater Kayak

Canoe or Rec Kayak

Lower Stikine River

Canoe or Rec Kayak

Canoe or Kayak

Jul 14-26

July 10-11

Whitewater Kayak

McLeod River

Jun 26-27

ALL

Rundle Park Pond

Jun 23

Interest

Water(s)

Date

II - III

I - III

II - VI

I

I-III

I

II-III

I

I

II-III

I

I-III

I

I

I

II-V

I

I

Class

Martin
Jack I.

Car
Camping
Car
Camping

Novice

Any

Intermediate

Any

Any

Any

Any

Novice

Dave S.
Alberta
Whitewater
Association

Car
Camping
Car
Camping
Car
Camping

Paddle
Alberta

Jack I.

Car
Camping
Canoe
Camping

Cindy D.

Jack I.

Car
Camping
Canoe
Camping

Pauline G.

Canoe
Camping
Day Trip

Vic

Car
Camping

Intermediate to
Advanced
Any

Jarret R

Canoe
Camping
Alan S.

Vic V

Kurt S.

Training

Training

Dave S.

Any

Any

Any

Beginner

Beginner

See notes

Intermediate to
Advanced

Ric F.

Lisa

Special
Event
Day Trip

Coordinator

Type

Intermediate

Any

Skill Level

Click to check the club website for the latest updates
Last revised 2010 03 06
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kayak2hell@yahoo.ca

http://www.paddlealberta.org

wwkayak@nwvoyageurs.com

none

wwkayak@nwvoyageurs.com

pauline.gilmour@shaw.ca

canoe@nwvoyageurs.com

jrkayak@yahoo.com

alan.alkemy@gmail.com

wwkayak@nwvoyageurs.com

canoe@nwvoyageurs.com

sejr@syban.net

kayak2hell@yahoo.ca

fetterly@shaw.ca

social@nwvoyageurs.com

Email

Rocky Mtn
http://www.rockycanoeclub.org
club

701-2856

477-2441

963-5288

477-2441

483-5265

430-8634

487-0607

477-2441

430-8634

922-6200

701-2856

438-1296

660-4077

Phone #

Date is estimated, annual whitewater
kayak event at the Brierlies

KAN fest at Canoe Meadows. Races,
clinics & events. http://
www.calgarykayakclub.com/kanfest/

http://www.clearwaterkayakfest.com/

A week of activities on the Slave River

Multiple paddling opportunities, lakes,
rivers or hiking

Dates may vary and will depend on
participation. Multi day trip, ask for Zeph
for details

Multiple runs on class II river with some
class III features

Devon to Laurier Park, Classic day trip
into the City.

Wilderness tripping 7days plus 4 days
travel - Sockeye Salmon run

Whitewater trip for intermediate paddlers

Multi day trip with some rapids

Plan is to paddle around Greg Lake, up
Jarvis Creek if the water level permits and
possibly take the boats to Jarvis Lake.
Multiple paddling opportunities, lakes,
rivers or hiking

Whitewater canoe training course

Flat water canoe training course

Various different levels of skill depending
on the section

Day trip to the McLeod River

Club Picnic at Rundle. Come eat,
socialize and paddle.

Comments

Contact Ivan I ( trip@nwvoyageurs.com )
Click to email the organizer or 477-2441 to add your trip

Sea Kayak

Canoe & Rec Kayak

Canoe & Rec Kayak

Whitewater Kayak

Upper Red Deer

Kananaskis River

Fraser River (BC)

Athabasca River

Desolation Sound

North
Saskatchewan

Genesee Bridge to
Golden Spike

Thompson River,
BC

Aug 21-22

Sep 4-6

Sep 4-6

Sep 4-6

Sep 7-18

Sep18

Oct 2-3

Oct 9-11

II - III
I+

Whitewater Canoe &
Kayak

Canoes - All Levels
and Sea Kayaks

intermediate

Novice

Any

intermediate

Novice +

Intermediate

ALL

Intermediate

Skill Level

Melvyn K.

Car
Camping

Day Trip

Day Trip

Chuck L

Melvyn K.

Vic V.

Wilderness
Alan S.
Camping

Canoe
Camping

Car
Camping
Dave S.

Ric F.

Car
Camping
Car
Camping

Coordinator

Type

484 3563

430-8634

487-0607

484 3563

701-2856

438-1296

Phone #

www.albertawhitewater.ca

none

canoe@nwvoyageurs.com

alan.alkemy@gmail.com

none

kayak2hell@yahoo.ca

www.albertawhitewater.ca

fetterly@shaw.ca

Email

Advanced - Highly experienced, safe, self-sufficient paddler. Can handle
extreme conditions.

All participants must have signed a waiver form before participating in a
trip or course to avoid liability claims against the club.

As a member of the club you should have signed a waiver and had it
witnessed when you paid for your membership.

Intermediate - Experienced, safe, self-sufficient paddler.

Novice - Completed a formal course, but requires some supervision/aid on
the water.

Beginner - Little or no previous experience. No formal training yet.
Requires constant supervision on the water.

Day Trip is where you drive to and from the trip on the same day - no
camping.

Car Camping is where a campsite is driven to in one location and going out
to paddle each day from the campsite.

Canoe or Kayak Camping is where all gear is carried in the boat.

Make sure you have all necessary equipment for the trip and are familiar
with the safety information provided in your member's handbook.

You are responsible for arranging for your own boat, partner (if required)
and transportation. The trip leader may be able to offer some assistance but
call at least a week beforehand so arrangements can be made.

The trip leader indicated on the schedule MUST BE contacted NO LATER
than Wednesday prior to the scheduled trip if you wish to participate.

The trip leader has the discretion to change any trip due to unfavourable
weather conditions or unsuitable water levels. The safety of the group is a
major concern.

The skill level required and grades are given but please note that these may
vary considerably with changes in river flow rates.

Thompson River Fest, multiple runs for
various skill levels

Day trip with great scenery, includes a
wiener roast

Annual event. Club will be the river safety
for paddlers.

Multi day trip on the ocean. Contact Alan
for details.

Berland River to Whitecourt. A 105 KM
paddle with wilderness camping

AWA Provincial Whitewater K1 and C1/C2
Competition - Slalom, freestyle, downriver
and polo
New trip to BC! AWA membership
required ($10) for insurance

Upper Red Deer river classic runs

Comments

Contact Ivan I ( trip@nwvoyageurs.com )
Click to email the organizer or 477-2441 to add your trip

Please Read The Following Before Coming On Any NWV Trips

II-IV

I

I

I - II

II-III

II

Class

Whitewater Kayak

Canoe

Water(s)

Date

Interest

Click to check the club website for the latest updates
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