
  

been significantly more strenu-

ous than the one we made with 

only our backpacks.   

If I close my eyes, I can imagine 

those two individuals, aching and  

sweating as they plod along the 

rugged trail. Then I see them 

grinning with pleasure as they 

finally arrive at the shore of the 

pretty lake, shake off their packs, 

and launch their boats into the 

pristine, blue waters before mov-

ing  on to paddle the Cline River.  

Glorious. 

- Ken Collett 

The lure of paddling can be 

exceptionally strong for some 

individuals.  For others, the back 

country whispers seductively in 

their ear, and they heed the 

siren call of the wilderness. 

When the two passions are 

married within the same person, 

the resulting wilderness paddling 

experience can be empowering, 

enlightening, & humbling. 

NWV members often paddle in 

beautiful, remote locations 

where personal safety is a prima-

ry concern, but where the jour-

ney can be very intense and 

spiritual.  Shoulder numbing 

portages, difficult routes through 

tempestuous water, and weather 

you cannot retreat from will 

ultimately make the effort that 

much more satisfying. 

Early this summer, a group of us 

backpacked to Pinto Lake, locat-

ed near Nordegg.  Close to our 

destination we found a metal box 

that contained a logbook in 

which you could write a note 

about your visit.  Al Stewart was 

sharing a few aloud with the 

group when he surprised us by 

reading about a couple of adven-

turous paddlers who had actually 

hauled their kayaks up to the 

lake via Sunset Pass. 

The effort involved must have I N  E A C H  
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Under Mackerel Skies, Murtle Lake (photo by Ken Collett) 

Al Reading Log Entry (photo by Ken Collett)  

Pinto Lake Panorama (photo by Ken Collett)  

http://www.nwvoyageurs.com
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“...a strong and 

vibrant club is the 

result of the active 

participation of its 

members.” 

Kurt Shares His Wisdom 

at River Day 2011 

(photo by Ken Collett) 

NEW EXECUTIVE MEMBERS NEEDED! 
The opportunity for you to take an active role in shaping and guiding your paddling club is now.   A 

number of board members will be bowing out of their roles this year, freeing up interesting, integral 

positions for other club members.  The executive meets monthly to discuss topics like club business, 

allocation of money for equipment, organizing trips and social events, and arranging training schedules. 

To date, we know the following roles will be vacant starting in November:  Whitewater Kayak Coordi-

nator, Canoe Coordinator, Member At Large, Conservation, & Vice President.  Of course, you may 

submit your name and stand as a candidate for any position. 

Not sure what the duties are for the position you are interested in?  Roles and responsibilities are pub-

lished in the club’s Policy Manual.  Check out the link below to peruse the manual. 

http://www.nwvoyageurs.com/files/nwvdocs/NWV-Policy-Manual-2007.pdf  

It goes without saying that a strong and vibrant club is the result of the active participation of its mem-

bers.  Whether it is as a volunteer role on the executive, assisting at the Rundle Park drop-in paddling 

sessions, instructing courses, or helping with a fund raising activity, you can help your club succeed 

through your volunteer efforts. 

Elections for executive members will take place on November 30th at the Annual General Meeting. 

Thank you for taking the time to volunteer! 
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Paddling On The North Saskatchewan (photo by Ken Collett)  

AGM & Annual Photo Contest - November 30th 
Enter your best photos for the November 30th Annual General Meeting Photo Contest.  Prizes will be 

awarded for each category with judging being performed by the members in attendance.  NOTE: Please sub-

mit your photos to Lisa Derksen before November 23rd.  You may bring them to the October general meet-

ing or arrange to meet Lisa by her calling 780.660.4077 or email lisa.derksen@gmail.com. 

 

Rules: 

• Open to all NWV Club Members 

• Photos must be from 2011 club trips to be considered 

eligible 

• No enhancements please, we’d like to see the original 

photo 

Contest Categories: 

• Action on the Water 

• At the Campsite / Humour 

• Nature Scene 

Location: 

Wednesday 7:30 pm, November 30th 

Strathcona Community Centre 

10139 86 Avenue NW Edmonton 

Purple Sea Stars  

(photo by Margriet Van Laarhoven)  

http://www.nwvoyageurs.com/files/nwvdocs/NWV-Policy-Manual-2007.pdf
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“Friends, food, 

paddling and 

rainbows.  It was a 

good day.” 

Heading to Quesnel 

(photo by Mel Kadyk) 

North Saskatchewan River Trip 

North Saskatchewan River  - Devon to Laurier Park 

Participants: Lisa Derksen,  Norma Ouellette, Donna McKenzie, Arlene Drysdale, Mel Kadyk, Kurt and 
Alice Sejr, Frank Geddes, Kerry Smiley, Robin Chambers, Joy Dawson, Laurier McLean, Gordon and Carol 
Pennycook, Rob and Bonnie Bosse,  Jared Reichert 

Trip Leader:  Mel Kadyk 

Trip Date:  Saturday, October 2, 2011 

It was 8:00 AM on a beautiful fall morning, crisp and clear, with golden leaves still clinging to their 
trees.  Norma Ouellette, Donna McKenzie, Arlene Drysdale, and I were packing our gear into Mel Kadyk’s 
van at Laurier Park.  Both Mel’s & Donna’s canoes fit nicely on top of the van and, so with no issues to 
deal with, off we went “cruisin’ the Dub” in Devon.  There we met the rest of the group; Kurt & Alice, 
Frank, Kerry, Robin, Joy, Laurier, Gordon & Carol, Rob and Bonnie, and Jared.  After our A&W breakfast, 
we caravanned down to the river at the Lions Park. 

After unloading a total of six canoes & five kayaks, Mel reviewed safety rules and paddling signals.  He 
then assigned both a lead boat and a sweep boat.  The day continued to be incredibly beautiful as we 
paddled merrily down the stream.  We visited.  We marveled at the beauty surrounding us.  We noted 
the clearness of the water and how we could even see the bottom.  Some of the paddlers gave me a 
rough time about making Donna do all the work as I enjoyed taking pictures from the bow.   

Soon it was lunch time and Mel set about finding a suitably flat location.  Location found, we beached and 
Mel got a fire going while the rest of us began unloading tables, chairs, and food.  Wieners were roasted 
and snacks galore filled our plates.  Mel had also brought a large decorated cake with the inscription 
“Happy Paddling NW Voyageurs 2011”.  Kurt was nominated the honor of cutting the cake.  Conversa-
tions continued to flow as we re-bonded with old friends and made new ones.  We reminisced about 
previous trips and made tentative plans for next year. 

After our tummies were stuffed, Mel assigned different teams to lead and sweep and we then set off to 
enjoy more of the beautiful fall afternoon.  As we made our way downriver, we saw a jeep caravan on the 
far shore, a beaver, other paddlers, and we even met a gold panner. 

We stopped for an afternoon break to enjoy watermelon and more conversation.  It started to sprinkle a 
bit, but we thought we would beat the rain.  However, the wind picked up and the rain arrived, providing 
us with an invigorating face wash.  For those of us who worried that we may have consumed too many 
calories while enjoying our hotdogs, snacks and cake, our guilt was eased as we hunkered down and pad-
dled hard.   

Our efforts were rewarded with gorgeous double rainbow, with its’ “pot of gold” at the bottom of the 
pillars of the Quesnel bridge.  Soon, sun came out again and the rain stopped.   The rainbow kept moving 
forward with us, settling just past our take-out.  Friends, food, paddling, and rainbows.  It was a good day. 

 - Lisa Derksen 

October 2011                                                            Northwest Voyageurs Canoe & Kayak Club 

Lots Of Pretty Colours (photos by Lisa Derksen)  

Share Your Summertime Paddling Story! 

Your Fellow club members would appreciate hearing your paddling stories, and seeing your photo-
graphs or videos, at one of the upcoming general meetings.  Soften the harshness of our Edmonton 
winter by sharing your summer experiences.  To book your spot, please contact Lisa Derksen at so-
cial@nwvoyageurs.com or lisa.derksen@gmail.com.  Cannot attend our meetings?  Consider writing an 
article for the Eddyline in order to let others know about your interesting paddling trips.  
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“Maybe they were 

secretly hoping for a 

little splash and a 

chuckle.” 

Taking It Easy             

(photo by Ken Collett) 

Are You Craze Crazy? 

It seems like every time I search the internet, I find some revolutionary, wacky, inspirational, or just 

plain idiotic idea that someone is peddling for paddling.  Every once in a while, a product makes sense 

and rightly catches on with the paddling community.  

Then there are the crazes — the ideas that tend to start in one region, persevere over time, then 

grow into a worldwide phenomenon, complete with sub-cultures and specialized accessories.  The 

latest one to hit the Edmonton scene is stand up paddling (SUP).  During the River Day event at Run-

dle Park this past summer, people were lining up to give it a try.  A number of people were gawking 

and wondering just how the paddler was going to stay upright and dry.  Maybe they were secretly 

hoping for a little splash and a chuckle. 

I don’t know how long this fad will last, but if you are crazy about 

crazes, there is a paddleboard niche for you to consider.  Fishing, 

surfing, and racing can be indulged in.  Is your preference for white 

water?  No problem.  Leisure flat-water paddling is a natural for 

anyone of any age.  All paddling is 

done, of course, from the standing 

position, which offers a superior view 

of your surroundings and a surprising-

ly stable ride.    

If you are interested in giving SUP’ing 

a whirl, check out the Paddling Centre 

at Rundle Park next summer.  You 

can borrow a board any Wednesday 

evening between 7 & 9 PM at the 

club’s drop-in sessions. 

- Ken Collett 

2012 Paddle Canada Symposium In Alberta - Interested? 
Paddle Canada promoted  and sponsored a successful symposium here in Alberta this past summer.  By all 

accounts it was a very worthwhile and educational event.  Because of the success, they, along with other 

Alberta-based paddlers are considering developing another Paddle Canada Symposium to be held in Alberta 

next year.  

As part of the development process, Paddle Canada would like interested stakeholders (Paddle Alberta, 

canoe clubs, and local paddle enthusiasts) to work together to discuss ideas regarding the symposium’s loca-

tion and content.  If you are interested in assisting, then Pricilla Haskin of Haskin Canoe Inc. would like to 

hear from you.  

Pricilla may be reached at padlonph@gmail.com or by phone at 780.922.4324 / 780.237.6117 (mobile). 

 

If you would like to make a presentation at a general meeting, have a suggestion for a speaker you would enjoy hearing, or a topic you 

would like to learn more about, please contact Lisa by email lisa.derksen@gmail.com or cell 780.660.4077. 
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    Success!  

(photo by Ken Collett)  

 

 

 

 

A Standup Paddler 

(photo by Ken Collett )  



Calendar Of Events & Happenings 

Where Will You Paddle Next Summer? 
If you have a trip you would like to see on the club’s 2012 agenda, stay 

tuned for the yearly trip planning session. 
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NWV General Meeting  

Wednesday, October 26, 2011 7:30 PM 

Lisa Derksen will do a presentation on one of her summer ca-

noe trips & Eileen Heidler will talk about Whitewater 2011.  All 

members and their guests are welcome to attend.  Refreshments 

will be served. 

Strathcona Community Centre 

10139 86 Avenue NW, Edmonton 

NWV Executive Meeting  

Tuesday, November 1, 2011 7:00 PM 

All members are welcome to attend 

Strathcona Community Centre 

10139 86 Avenue NW, Edmonton 

NWV Annual General Meeting & Executive Elections 

Wednesday, November 30, 2011 7:30 PM 

Bonus:  Annual Photo Contest—see page 2 for details 

All members and their guests are welcome to attend.  Refresh-

ments will be served. 

Strathcona Community Centre 

10139 86 Avenue NW, Edmonton 

Rodney Brown Fundraising Concert 

Saturday, October 30, 2011 2:00 to 4:30 PM 

This folk music concert is a fundraiser for the Edmonton Pad-

dling Centres Association, and profits will go to enhancing the 

paddling gear at the Rundle Park Paddling Centre, and to the 

development of future paddling centres in Edmonton.  Advance 

tickets are available from EPCA directors for $15, and rush tick-

ets will be available at the door for $20. 

Stanley Milner Library Theatre 

7 Sir Winston Churchill Square  

Contact:  Mark Lund at marklund@shaw.ca  

 

Paddling Courses For Winter  2012 

Are you eager to get back into your boat already, and can hardly 

wait for winter to pass us by?  Spring breakup cannot come too 

soon?  Maybe the answer is to get a mid-winter paddling fix by 

enrolling in one of the courses that will be offered  by the club 

this winter. 

A variety of sessions will be offered on Sunday evenings from 

January through March at Confederation Leisure Centre.  Once 

details are finalized, specific course information will be posted 

on the NWV website, and here in the Eddyline. 
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Learn How To Get  

From Here...  

(photo by Ken Collett) 

...To Here.  

(photo by Ken Collett) 

Camping In The Sand (photo by Lisa Derksen)  

Canoe To The Clouds (photo by Margriet Van Laarhoven) 

Safety First (photo by Lisa Derksen)  Paddling Companions (photo by Lisa Derksen)  

mailto:marklund@shaw.ca


NWV Club Information 

Northwest Voyageurs Canoe & Kayak Club 

Box 1341 

Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 2N2 

Online at: www.nwvoyageurs.com 

T h e  EDDYL INEEDDYL INE   

 

To join NWV, you will need to complete and sign the Club’s membership form and waiver.  Member-

ship runs from January 01 to December 31, and entitles you to a number of privileges.  See our web-

site for more details, or contact our membership coordinator with any questions:  member-

ship@nwvoyageurs.com.  

Printable Membership Form:  http://www.nwvoyageurs.com, then go to Club Info/Membership  

FEES: 

Single: $40.00 

Family: $60.00 

Membership entitles you to a 10% discount from: 

Campers Village — 10951 - 170 Street & new Southside location 3210 Gateway Blvd. 

Track'n’Trail — 10148 - 82 Avenue  

*MEC — 12328 - 102nd Ave NW   *During MEC sponsored clubs appreciation events only 

Membership 

“Why delay?  

Get your 

membership 

today!” 
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Our Aims 

The Northwest Voyageurs is an ideal club in which to have fun and develop your 

river and flat water skills with knowledgeable fellow paddlers. We aim to: 

 Bring members together to enjoy paddling Alberta's rivers and lakes. 

 Improve members' paddling skills. 

 Increase river safety awareness and practices. 

 Promote appreciation and respect for our river heritage. 

For more information on Club operations, please visit www.nwvoyageurs.com 

The Eddyline is the newsletter for the Northwest Voyageurs Canoe and Kayak Club of Ed-

monton, Alberta.  Published monthly, except for July and August of each year, it strives to 

keep members abreast of club happenings.  Most club members receive a PDF copy by email 

or receive notification that it is available online.  If you currently receive a printed copy and 

are able to receive a PDF copy instead, please let the membership coordinator know so we 

can send you an electronic copy — membership@nwvoyageurs.com 

Photos, articles, and suggestions for publishing may be sent to eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com 
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Your Executive 

T H E  E D D Y L I N EE D D Y L I N E                                                                                 P A G E  7  

If you have questions regarding the club or its operations, please contact one of the executive members.   

POSITION NAME PHONE NWV EMAIL ADDRESS 

President Cindy 780-963-5288 president@nwvoyageurs.com 

Vice President Ric 780-438-1296 vicepresident@nwvoyageurs.com 

Treasurer Donna 780-481-4756 treasurer@nwvoyageurs.com 

Secretary Mary 780-487-5529 secretary@nwvoyageurs.com 

Membership Donald 780-476-7006 membership@nwvoyageurs.com 

Newsletter Ken 780-487-5522 eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com 

Webmaster Stephan  webmaster@nwvoyageurs.com 

Publicity Eileen  publicity@nwvoyageurs.com 

Archives Doug  780-752-7939 archive@nwvoyageurs.com 

Conservation Vacant  conservation@nwvoyageurs.com 

Trip Coordinator Ken 780-632-2278 trip@nwvoyageurs.com 

Canoe Coordinator Ric 780-438-1296 canoe@nwvoyageurs.com 

WW Kayak Coordinator Jack 780-250-5465 wwkayak@nwvoyageurs.com 

Sea/Rec Kayak Coordinator Douglas  seakayak@nwvoyageurs.com 

Equipment Manager Lorne  equipment@nwvoyageurs.com 

Social Coordinator Lisa 780-660-4077 social@nwvoyageurs.com 

Member at Large Kurt  780-922-620 memberatlarge@nwvoyageurs.com 

President’s Message 
Hello NWV Members! 

What a glorious Indian Summer we have been treated to...it's 10 AM on Thanksgiving Sunday and already there is a canoe out 
on the lake in front of my house.  A classic Canadian photo, a red canoe slicing through the reflection of the golden leaves.   
  
Speaking of photos, I encourage you to share your photos with all of us by entering them in the November photo contest.  Not 
only does Lisa, our Social Coordinator,  have some great prizes you might win, but, even more, we look forward to hearing the 
story that goes with your pictures. 
  
A reminder that November is our Annual General Meeting, and we will be looking for some new Executive members.  
One of our focuses for the upcoming year is skill development, and firstly, we need you, our membership, to  
let us know what you would like to learn, refresh or get certified to teach.  Secondly, we need some  
members who will help organize these opportunities.  New energy and new ideas are wanted, and  
the wisdom of the experienced is welcomed!  
Cindy 

Cindy Dishing The Stew 

(photo by Ken Collett) 
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Picture yourself here 

Paddle with the Northwest Voyageurs 
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Is The Hole Sticky? 

I am what some might call a “Butt Yaker”, spending a LOT more time on my butt in front of a computer writing 

about paddling than actually out in the boat.  I only bring this up to illustrate how every group  of enthusiasts, be 

they physicists, gardeners, or kayakers, build their own lingo with which to communicate to each other and separate 

themselves from “outsiders”.  If you are a novice kayaker, be prepared to learn the nuances of that lingo along with 

mastering the art of navigating on moving water.   

Some terms you might hear are common to all types of paddlers; ledges, chutes, holes, wave trains, bony, and boul-

der gardens.  White water aficionados may also use terms like gnarly, hairy, sticky, pushy, ender, and squirt.   

If a river hydraulic is referred to as "sticky" or as a "keeper”, then the water flow in that hydraulic will tend to hang 

on to or trap buoyant objects that get into it.  Things like kayaks.  A stretch of river might be called "pushy" when at 

full flow or "bony" when water levels get lower. Pushy water means that controlling your boat will take more effort 

as the abundant flow pushes your boat around.  If a water course is bony, then rocks or other debris is exposed, 

which might make it difficult to find a safe or easy route. 

Here is my bad impression of some instructions in “kayak yak” that you might get from a trip leader: “Do a stern 

squirt in that hole, then boof down to the wave train and pull out in the eddy at the bottom.  There are some sticky 

holes and keepers river left.  Stay out of there, you don’t want to end up as carnage in that gnarly hair.” 

Regardless of the type of paddling or the lingo used, good communication skills are essential for everyone to ar-

rive home safe.  Be sure you have a handle on it so you don’t end up as carnage. 

               - Ken Collett            

Head West Young Man (& Woman)! 
The majesty of Jasper National Park is visually evident from the moment you 

enter through the west gate on the Yellowhead Highway.  Whether you contin-

ue your drive down towards Banff, or hang a right and head on to Mt. Robson 

Provincial Park, the wonders never cease. 

For anyone interested in paddling, there are a number of beautiful lakes nestled 

in amongst Jasper’s mountains.  Many are easily accessible from the highway, or 

a short drive from it, and are just waiting for you to explore and enjoy,  They 

range in size from the large Maligne Lake down to smaller gems like Honey-

moon Lake or Horseshoe Lake.  An in-between sized lake is Talbot, which lies 

right beside the highway, and is also a popular fishing spot.   

Maligne Lake might be considered the crown jewel, with a geological splendour 

that grows as you paddle towards the Coronet Creek campsite, at the far end 

of the lake.  There is also a campsite at Sampson Narrows, about two thirds of 

the way along the 23 km route.  Due to its long, narrow shape, strong winds 

can hamper progress on some days, so plan accordingly! 

A few additional spots that are accessible for paddling include Lake Annette, Lac 

Beauvert, Patricia Lake, Pyramid Lake, and Medicine Lake. 

There are rivers in Jasper that can be paddled as well.  The Athabasca River 

offers varied paddling, with sections of grade II water, but long stretches that 

are easy to navigate.  The water is quite placid alongside the Jasper dunes, 

where the river is so spread out you have to search out deeper channels.  This 

area is often referred to as Jasper Lake.   

A few other rivers that offer paddling opportunities include the Maligne, Miette, 

and Sunwapta. 

Head west, and enjoy your time in scenic Jasper.  Enjoy it that much more by 

taking your boat along for the ride.   

- Ken Collett  

The Last Page Tip 
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Honeymoon Lake, Jasper NP (photo by Ken Collett) 

Smoke On The Water, Jasper NP (photo by Ken Collett) 

That Is Not Too Hairy 

(photo by Edmond  Duggan)   

http://www.leavenotrace.ca/home

