
  

working, flowers and insects 

posing as subjects.  However 

when I went to try the digital 

zoom, I felt keen disappointed.  

While the old one was officially 

10x and this one 12x; the old 

one did 40x and this one did 

12x.  It has since been fixed. 

When my paddling partners 

returned, we set out.  It was a 

beautiful summer day.  The 

warmth of the suns rays on my 

skin, the gentle breezes, the 

quiet peacefulness and the 

soothing sound of the moving 

water made everything in the 

world seem right again.  Pelicans 

were a common sight.  Deer 

grabbed our attention.  Being on 

the water felt so good, so right.         
(continued on page 2) 

It was the summer of 2011.  

Rivers were running high.  Too 

high.  The North Saskatchewan 

River which normally runs at 

350 cubic metres per second 

had reached 1800 cms.  Finally it 

started to go down.  Some of us 

had been in the city too long, 

others just needed to be on the 

water, so four of us fool-hardy 

souls set out to paddle.  Others 

warned us the water was still 

too high.   All the campsites 

would be under mud.  There 

were hidden sweepers and 

strainers lurking and waiting to 

dump us into the muddy waters.  

Never the less, July 16th, four of 

us met under the highway 41 

bridge on the south banks of the 

North Saskatchewan River.   

It was my turn to guard the 

boats and equipment.   My first 

observation was the new sedi-

ment on the banks.  Close to the 

water’s edge, there was an addi-

tional eighteen inches to two 

feet of sediment, but already the 

grasses and willows were grow-

ing through that.  Nature is so 

resilient.  (However, it helped 

me realize how fast erosion 

changes the landscape).   

A week prior, my beloved cam-

era evolved; while at work, it 

sprouted legs and walked away 

without me.  Since I don’t know 

how to live the good life without 

a camera, I set out to obtain a 

replacement.  Canon had come 

out with a new & improved ver-

sion which was on sale, so I pur-

chased it, but it was untried.  So 

while waiting for the others to 

shuttle, I tried out my new toy.  

They changed the buttons, but 

soon I found and had the macro 
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Canoe Eating Crevasse! (photo by Lisa Dirksen) 

Canoe Landing At Historic Site  

http://www.nwvoyageurs.com
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“I couldn’t keep up, 

no matter how hard 

I tried.” 

Huck Finn Wannabees 

The Wind In The Willows (continued from page 1) 

Soon we came to the Fort George & Buckingham House historic sights.  All of us were interested so off 

we went to explore.  A gracious young gentlemen showed us around.  We saw the pelt presses that 

baled the furs into ninety pound bales.  As he was talking and explaining, all of a sudden I realized why my 

former French co-workers were using “tabernack” as a swear word; after paddling their boats full of 

these bales down stream, they had to paddle back upstream with their boats full of supplies like guns and 

axes, ... and stained glass windows!   

However, it was getting later in the day, and we were getting hungry.  For a while it seemed like the neigh

-sayers would be proven correct.  We found lots of muddy sites.  We found an abandoned camp on one 

of the islands, but getting our supplies there would require more effort than we wanted to expend.  After 

awhile, we spotted a campsite on the opposite shore and we ferried across to check it out.  A group of young 

men had found a fine spot and we soon found another not to much farther along.  

We awoke to fog, so it was a lazy start to the day.  Once the sun burned off the fog, we set about getting 

ready for the day.  After a bit of paddling, we stopped for lunch at Vermilion River, a nice tributary to the 

North Saskatchewan. 

After lunch southeast winds picked up.  We started heading towards shore to seek calmer waters, but soon 

found ourselves paddling through the willows growing on the shoulders of the river.  The winds continued 

increasing in intensity and the closer to shore we were, the thicker the willows.  I couldn’t keep up, no matter 

how hard I tried.  My partner was very encouraging and with perseverance, we did make it to the finish line. 

- Story & Photos By Lisa Dirksen 
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Foggy Morning 

Taking A Break For History Lessons Heading Into The Willows 

Sunday Lunch Break 

Wildflowers 
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“...volunteer 

instructors helping 

them stretch and 

grow.” 

Launch Site 

(photo by Steve Budziszyn ) 

Spring - A Time For Beginning 
A short river paddle trip took place on Wednesday June 15th, 2011.  Paddlers put in at Emily Murphy Park, 

just below Groat Road Bridge.  They continued on to 50th street.  There was a total of nine canoeists, with 

eight setting out in four tandems: Catherine Bering with Ken Timanson, Mel Kadyk with Norma Ouellette, 

Julie Champoux with Carol Monson, and Shirley Bratko with Steve Budziszyn.  One paddler, Lorne Tkachuk, 

went solo.  Two of the canoeists, Catherine Bering and Shirley Bratko, just have completed the "Introduction 

to Canoeing" course that took place at Rundle Park June 5. What began as a questionable day, weather wise, 

for paddling turned out to be quite favourable for an evening paddle.  A nice beginning to the paddling season. 

- Steve Budziszyn  

Each spring, paddling veterans dust off their gear, head to the water, and with a calm, confident air, push off 

from shore to begin another affirmation of why they love to paddle.  What thoughts do first-time or newer 

paddlers have. Trepidation?  A mild fear of the unknown?  Excitement at fulfilling a lifelong dream?  NWV 

provides a wide range of paddling courses and opportunities, but I think some of the coolest opportunities are 

for the beginner.  Starting off with little or no knowledge of the sport, and one course later their heads are 

filled with visions of achieving more paddling milestones, and a real sense of fulfillment.  The huge strides they 

make in a short time are rewarding for the “newby” and for the volunteer instructors helping them stretch 

and grow. 

If you are new to the club, and possibly new to paddling, you will certainly want to check out the course and 

trip offerings available through the Northwest Voyageurs.  The Club’s website has two main areas for upcom-

ing events.  First is the Calendar, which can be linked to at http://www.nwvoyageurs.com/index.php/calendar.  

The second is the Trips page, found at http://www.nwvoyageurs.com/index.php/trips .  Enjoy your summer! 
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Left—Catherine Bering  

(photo by Steve Budziszyn) 

Right—Shirley Bratko  

(photo by Steve Budziszyn) 

Open House! 
The NorthWest Voyageur Canoe & Kayak Club will be 

hosting its annual open house on Wednesday, May 30, 

2012 at 7:30 PM.  All members, prospective members, 

and their guests are welcome to attend this event at 

Cabela’s.  Meet club members, listen to presentations, 

and enjoy the complimentary refreshments. 

Location: 6150 Currents Drive Edmonton 

Click on this link for an interactive map: 

MAP LINK 

http://www.nwvoyageurs.com/index.php/calendar
http://www.nwvoyageurs.com/index.php/trips
http://www.cabelas.ca/resource/Media/edmontonmap.html
http://www.cabelas.ca/retail_stores/edmonton/
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Canoe & Kayak Lessons, Clinics, & Trips 
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SOLD OUT 

There are quite a few trips & courses scheduled for May.  

Below are just a few.  For the full list, check out the Cal-

endar posted on the NWV web site:  

http://www.nwvoyageurs.com/index.php/calendar  

For additional options, you may also view the calendar of 

events at Paddle Alberta: http://www.paddlealberta.org/  

Moving Water Course (Canoe)  

Dates: May 12 & May 13 
Cost:  Contact Cindy 
Contact:  Cindy 963–5288 or cindy5288@hotmail.com 

Three Rivers Whitewater Rendezvous  

Dates: May 19 - May 21 
Info:   http://fernie.com/events/event/3-rivers-whitewater-

rendezvous-2012-05-19/  
Contact:  Chuck Lee at 403-628-2336 days/evenings, 403-632-

9598 cell, or chucklee@toughcountry.net  

North Saskatchewan River—50th St. to Fort Saskatchewan  

Date: May 26 
Contact: Steve 461–3292  

   

 

Volunteers Needed! 
Two big events are coming up in June.  The City of Edmon-

ton is hosting River Day on Saturday, June 9th, and MEC is 

hosting its annual Paddlefest on Saturday, June 23rd.  If 

the Club is to have a presence at either event, volunteers 

will be needed for a variety of activities, such as paddling 

instruction and representing the Club at an informational 

table.  Your volunteer time would be greatly appreciated.  

Please contact Cindy if you are able to assist. 

Phone:  780-963–5288 

Email: president@nwvoyageurs.com or 

 cindy5288@hotmail.com 

For Sale—Nautilus Covered Canoe 

Roger Morris is selling his  hand-made Nautilus 17 
foot, enclosed fiberglass canoe. It comes complete 
with spray skirts for the paddlers and a hatch cover 
for the gear (wheels excluded).  This is his second 
Nautilus, and has been a great boat for big waves and 
big water, having been down watermarks such as the 
Brazeau, the Briarlies, and the Becker’s in Jasper.  

If you are interested, the asking price is $450.   

Contact Roger at 780 458-7816 or  
rogermor@telusplanet.net  

For Sale—Wilderness Systems Kayak 

If you are interested in a smaller boat, give Fred Mar-
tin a call.  He is selling his Mango-coloured Pungo 
100, a 10 foot plastic rec kayak made by Wilderness 
systems.  Included in the $400 asking price is a nylon 
spray skirt and a 2 piece paddle.  Fred’s number is 
780-459-8165.  

 

Clean Up Your Attic (or other nooks and crannies around your house or garage) 
Have you recently come across copies of trip reports, minutes or interesting news about the NorthWest Voyageur Ca-
noe and Kayak Club from years gone by?  You know, those stories and pictures that you had always wanted to pass 
along to the Club, or just send them out to the garbage, but it just hasn’t happened yet? 

If you answered yes to any of these questions, why not consider sending them to the NorthWest Voyageurs Archives?  
If you have anything from past adventures, please contact Fran Armstrong or Doug Bracewell at 780-752-7939 or farm-
strong83@gmail.com to arrange pick up. 

http://www.nwvoyageurs.com/index.php/calendar
http://www.paddlealberta.org/
http://fernie.com/events/event/3-rivers-whitewater-rendezvous-2012-05-19/
http://fernie.com/events/event/3-rivers-whitewater-rendezvous-2012-05-19/
mailto:chucklee@toughcountry.net
mailto:president@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:cindy5288@hotmail.com
mailto:rogermor@telusplanet.net


Calendar Of Events & Happenings 
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NWV General Meeting & Open House 

Wednesday, May 30, 2012 7:30 PM 

All members, prospective members, and their guests are wel-

come to attend this event at Cabela’s.  Meet club members, 

listen to presentations, and enjoy the complimentary refresh-

ments. 

6150 Currents Drive (South of Anthony Henday, between Rab-

bit Hill Road & Terwillegar Drive, just off of Windermere Blvd)  

NWV Executive Meeting  

Tuesday, June 5, 2012 7:00 PM 

All members are welcome to attend.   

Strathcona Community Centre 

10139 86 Avenue NW, Edmonton 

National Canoe Day 

Tuesday, June 26, 2012 

Visit the Canadian Canoe Museum  website to see how you can 

participate in this year’s event.  There is even a photo contest! 

http://www.canoemuseum.ca/  
http://www.nationalcanoeday.net/  

NWV Annual Picnic 

Wednesday, June 27, 2012 6:00 PM 

Bring your burgers, beans, weenies, meat-on-a-stick, or whatev-

er suits your fancy to the annual picnic.  Held in Rundle Park 

near the  Paddling Centre, this is always a popular and fun social 

event.  Watermelon and condiments will be provided. 

 

5th Annual Riverland Challenge Experience  

Saturday, May 26, 2012       

 the history 

 the landscape 

 the challenge 

The Riverland Challenge invites you to enjoy the beauty of the 

North Saskatchewan River valley by canoeing 10 km from Elk Point 

to the Fort George – Buckingham House (FG-BH) historic site.  

Then it is a run or hike through the historic sites for 3km.  The last 

leg of the challenge is a cycle along scenic back country roads for 

12km and return to FG-BH for a hearty voyageur meal.  Along the 

route, you can test your skills by participating in a variety of voya-

geur challenges. 

This event is not a race; it is a personal challenge.  Prizes will be 

awarded to the oldest team, youngest team (combined age), team 

traveling the farthest distance and best costumes.  Visit alber-

taslakeland.ca for information on camping and additional  'paddling 
and pedaling' options while you are visiting Riverland. 

The Challenge event will take from two to four hours to complete, 

depending on your skill level.  Canoes and bicycles are not sup-

plied. Participants must have their own PFD and bicycle helmet.  

Qualified personnel will be on hand to inspect canoes and safety 

gear prior to launching.  Their's is the final say as to whether or not 

your watercraft is allowed on the water.  

Check for more info on our Website www.riverlandchallenge.ca  

or contact Marvin Bjornstad. 

 

Box 587 Elk Point AB T0A 1A0 

Office:  780 724 2061 

Fax:     780 724 4708 

Mobile:    780 614 7915  
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Seal Island Dead Ahead (photo by Ken Collett)  

Bowron Lake (photo by Dale Serink) 

Canoe Wheelies (photo by Al Stewart)  

Nothing To Do After Your Paddling Trip? 
Write up an article to be published in the Eddyline.  Put together a 

presentation for an upcoming general meeting.  Share your 

experiences with your fellow paddlers! 

Kayak Centric (photo by Margriet van Laarhoven)  

Fall Paddling (photo by Lisa Dirksen) 

http://www.canoemuseum.ca/
http://www.nationalcanoeday.net/
albertaslakeland.ca
albertaslakeland.ca
http://www.riverlandchallenge.ca
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The Portage La Biche Voyageur Rendezvous 2012! 
Greetings Voyageurs 

On behalf of the Host Committee, I am extending a warm invitation to your Voyageur Canoe team to join us June 23rd at our Portage La 

Biche Voyageur Rendezvous. 

This historic paddle starts at the Plamondon WhiteSands Resort, near the original site where David Thompson built the first NorthWest 

Company Fort in 1798, after a large pancake and sausage breakfast provided by Plamondon Whitesands, with entertainment and festivi-

ties by the good people of Plamondon. Following a blessing of the waters by Cree Elders, the paddlers will depart along the southwest 

shore of Lac La Biche for Lac La Biche National Historic Site where you will be greeted with more music and merriment and provided a 

hearty lunch from the Mission. After the stopover, the Brigade will continue around the point to Lac La Biche before ending in front of 

McArthur Place, our waterfront civic centre. Total distance is about 32 km.  

Following landing and greeting ceremonies, we’ll transport all canoeists to the Bold Center for a special voyageur feast, joined by many 

members of our community and visitors.  Showers and change facilities are available in the Bold Center. We can provide baggage-handling 

support to transport gear from Plamondon over to Lac La Biche. 

We will be joined by many descendants of well-known explorers families over the weekend, such as David Thompson, Peter Fidler, Sir 

Alexander McKenzie, Jasper Howse, Tete Juane or Yellowhead, the Desjarlais family, the Cardinal family, the Ladocouer family and others 

with roots from the 1790-1820 era. We ask if you can carry one of these family’s representatives in your canoe This will be a historic 

reunion of all these families for the first time in 200 years, so we hope you can attend and share this experience with us.  

Attached to this invitation is a schedule of the weekend events and an Accommodation and Dining Listing. As you can see in the sched-

ule, we will be providing you with complimentary breakfast at Plamondon White Sands, a complimentary hearty lunch at the Lac La Biche 
Mission, and a complimentary special voyageurs meal on Saturday evening. On Sunday, you are also welcome to attend complimentary 

BBQ at the Journee Plamondon celebration. There is no registration fee for our Rendezvous, which we plan to become an annual cele-

bration, but we ask you send an email to confirm by May 30th, if possible. We are publishing a souvenir Rendezvous Program that would 

include the names of your team’s paddlers along with the historic family who would join you in your canoe, and we require this list by 

June 15th. We’ll also send out more information once attendance is confirmed.  

If you have any questions, please call me (Mel Kuprowsky) at (780) 404-6985 or email kuprowskyconsulting@xplornet.com.  If you’re in 

Edmonton, please contact Brian Peters at (780) 466-1769 or bpeters51@gmail.com   

We hope to see you June 23rd! 

Our Land, Our Life—A Celebration of the Lac La Biche Region 
Weekend Calendar of Events  

Friday, June 22, 2012 
10:30 am-4:00 pm National Aboriginal Day, McArthur Place, Lac La Biche 
 Parade at 10:30 am, cultural programs, entertainment. Voyageur canoe rides. 

Saturday June 23, 2012 
7:00-9:00 am  Voyageur Rendezvous Pancake & Sausage Breakfast, Plamondon Whitesands Resort. Hosted by Plamondon Whitesands 

Resort 
  Guests and Public welcome. 
9:00 am  Voyageur Rendezvous Departure, Plamondon Whitesands. 

Voyageur Canoes with members of historic explorers families including descendants of David Thompson, Peter Fidler, 
Jasper Howse.  

11:30 am Voyageurs arrive at Lac La Biche Mission National Historic Site. Beef Stew & Traditional Biscuit lunch. Music. Guests & 
Public all welcome. 

1:00 pm Voyageurs Depart for Lac La Biche. 
3:30-3:45 pm Voyageurs Arrive at McArthur Place Landing, Lac La Biche.  

Arrival Greetings and Ceremony. Public Welcome. 
4:30-9:00 pm Voyageurs Feast and Entertainment at the Bold Center, Devon Room. Introduction of Voyageurs, Explorers 

Descendants, Special Guests. Entertainment with Crystal Plamondon and Metis Fiddlers and Dancers.  
Presentation of gifts and souvenir mementos. 

Sunday June 24, 2012 
11:00-5:00 pm Journee Heritage/Plamondon Heritage Day 

Outdoor Mass will be held at the Mini-Parc Heritage Park at 11:00am, followed by a Free BBQ lunch and 
afternoon activities including new miniature buildings unveiled, visits to the Historic Chapelle, kids baseball 
games, photo booth, old fashioned kids games, fun day in the park, music. Everyone encouraged to dress in 
period costume. 
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NWV Club Information 

T h e  EDDYL INEEDDYL INE   

 

To join NWV, you will need to complete and sign the Club’s membership form and waiver.  Membership 

runs from January 01 to December 31, and entitles you to a number of privileges.  See our website for more 

details, or contact our membership coordinator with any questions:  membership@nwvoyageurs.com.  

Printable Membership Form:  http://www.nwvoyageurs.com/index.php/join-us   

FEES: 

Single: $40.00 

Family: $60.00 

Membership entitles you to a 10% discount from: 

Campers Village — West End at 10951 - 170 Street & Southside at 3235 Calgary Trail 

Track'n’Trail — 10148 - 82 Avenue  

MEC — 12328 - 102nd Ave NW   *During MEC sponsored clubs appreciation events only* 
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“Why delay?  

Get your 

membership 

today!” 

 

Northwest Voyageurs Canoe & Kayak Club 

Box 1341 

Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 2N2 

Online at: www.nwvoyageurs.com 

Membership 

Our Aims 

The Northwest Voyageurs is an ideal club in which to have fun and develop your 

river and flat water skills with knowledgeable fellow paddlers. We aim to: 

 Bring members together to enjoy paddling Alberta's rivers and lakes. 

 Improve members' paddling skills. 

 Increase river safety awareness and practices. 

 Promote appreciation and respect for our river heritage. 

For more information on Club operations, please visit www.nwvoyageurs.com 

The Eddyline is the newsletter for the Northwest Voyageurs Canoe and Kayak Club of Ed-

monton, Alberta.  Published monthly, except for July and August of each year, it strives to 

keep members abreast of club happenings.  Most club members receive a PDF copy by email 

or receive notification that it is available online.  If you currently receive a printed copy and 

are able to receive a PDF copy instead, please let the membership coordinator know so we 

can send you an electronic copy — membership@nwvoyageurs.com 

Photos, articles, and suggestions for publishing may be sent to eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com 
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Your Executive 
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If you have questions regarding the club or its operations, please contact one of the executive members.   

POSITION NAME PHONE NWV EMAIL ADDRESS 

President Cindy 780-963-5288 president@nwvoyageurs.com 

Vice President Vacant  vicepresident@nwvoyageurs.com 

Treasurer Donna 780-481-4756 treasurer@nwvoyageurs.com 

Secretary Mary 780-487-5529 secretary@nwvoyageurs.com 

Membership Vacant  membership@nwvoyageurs.com 

Newsletter Ken 780-487-5522 eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com 

Webmaster Vacant  webmaster@nwvoyageurs.com 

Publicity Cindy 780-963-5288 publicity@nwvoyageurs.com 

Archives Doug  780-752-7939 archive@nwvoyageurs.com 

Conservation Cliff  conservation@nwvoyageurs.com 

Trip Coordinator Ken 780-632-2278 trip@nwvoyageurs.com 

Canoe Coordinator Mark 780-963-3305 canoe@nwvoyageurs.com 

Kayak Coordinator Mark 780-963-3305 seakayak@nwvoyageurs.com 

Equipment Manager Lorne  equipment@nwvoyageurs.com 

Social Coordinator Lisa 780-660-4077 social@nwvoyageurs.com 

Member at Large Travais  780-260-0128 memberatlarge@nwvoyageurs.com 

President’s Message 
Hello Voyageurs! 

Northwest Voyageurs club members never cease to amaze me...talented and caring. 

The photography presented by Don Litven and Ken Collett at our April general meeting was aaahh inspiring.  Also moving, was the 
passion in the voices of these men as they spoke of their art.  Don talked about how he created a naturalist education program for 
Scouts, complete with plaster casts of wolf and grizzly bear prints.  The beauty, both large and tiny, of the flora and fauna found at 
our local Elk Island National Park was captured in Ken’s photography.    

Thank you to all the members who have shared their paddling trips, adventures, and interests at the General Meetings over the 
past year. The turnout at these meetings has unfortunately been dwindling.   

Thank you to the volunteers who helped at the Alberta Abilities Lodges Society Night.  We had a small group of participants who 
were very appreciative of the opportunity, and who we may see out on Rundle Pond!! 

Happy paddlers are coming out of the Kayak Courses, so thanks to Mark, Eileen, Jack, and Ivan for their energy and enthusi-
asm.  Congratulations to Mark, Jack, Ivan, and Bob for completing or recertifying as Level 1 Kayak Instructors, to Ken, Alex, and Lisa 
for completing the Waterfront Canoe Instructor, and to Donna for completing  the Water-
front  & Lakefront Instructor course - a bright future for our learn-to-programs. 

Bring a friend to the Open House!  You will be doing them a favour!!  Come down to Rundle 
Pond on Wednesdays for a paddle to stretch out those muscles by practising a few strokes 
before hitting the moving water.  You will be doing yourself a favour! 

Happy Paddling! 

Cindy  

Where Did My Boat Go? 

(photo by Alan Stewart) 
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Don’t just doodle your dreams? 

Paddle your dreams with the Northwest Voyageurs! 
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Tropical Vacations—Bring Your Paddle 

Are you one of the thousands of Albertans who head down to Mexico each winter?  Soaking up the sun on a sandy 

beach next to warm, aquamarine water sounds idyllic, but only for a while.  When the only exercise you are getting is 

walking a few metres to an all-day buffet, it is time to start thinking outside the resort.   

Coastal Mexico has innumerable paddling choices, with many tourist destinations offering free or rental kayaks.  Eco-

tourism operators also abound.  One such outfit in the Cancun area that operates out of Sian 

Ka’an is CESiaK.  "Sian Ka’an" is a Mayan term which can be translated as "where the sky is 

born" or "gift from the sky".  Located near the Mayan ruins of Tulum, south of Cancun, it was 

established in 1986.  The reserve is  approximately 1.3 million acres in size and spans 120 

kilometers from north to south, and is the largest protected area on the Caribbean coast of 

Mexico.   

A non-profit organization, CESiaK, offers a variety of eco-tourism activities, including kayak 

tours of the shallow lagoons within the park (http://cesiak.org/kayak.htm).  

The boats they use are dated, but work fine.  Guides are friendly, knowl-

edgeable, and accommodating of a wide range of paddling skills. 

For us northerners, the flora is exotic and interesting, with mangrove trees 

being dominant around the lagoons.  Expect to see a wide range of birds, 

including osprey, pelicans, frigatebirds, falcons, herons, egrets, and spoon-

bills.  You may also be fortunate to view fish, turtles, or rays. 

My guide, Antonio, described the area as a paradise.  I would tend to agree. 

It is a beautiful spot to enjoy a mid-winter paddle, and well worth a visit. 

- Ken Collett       

Creaky Old Bones In A Slick, New Kevlar Boat 
The first alternate mode of transportation my daughter ever experienced was a homebuilt, whitewater kayak.  It is doubtful she would 

be able to recall the occasion as she was only a few months old at the time.  She may have lingering memories of when, as a six-year-old, 

she paddled strongly against the wind on Cameron Lake.  Whether it was at summer camp, family trips to the Okanogan, or the occa-

sional visit to Rundle Park on our NWV Club Night, she has had varied opportunities through which to experience the euphoria of pad-

dling and to expand her paddling memories.   

Does she have a strong interest in paddling now?  No.  That might change over time, but life often tugs you in directions that are tangen-

tial to your ideal.  I always hoped she would develop a passion for the sport, but there is still ample time for her to develop and express 

herself in the activities and areas to which she feels most strongly drawn. Maybe paddling will still end up being part of her persona. 

Mirroring my familial experiences are my general paddling observations.  Maybe I am merely myopic at my current age, but I seem to run 

into fellow paddlers who look a lot like me.  Whether they are fellow Club members, paddlers I meet on trips, or people shopping for 

paddling paraphernalia at MEC, I seem to see mostly folks who are middle-aged and older. 

I was recently passed a link to a paddling instruction blog where the blogger, David H. Johnston, presents his own thoughts on the aging 

paddling population, plus some data that quantifies my (and his) very unscientific observations.  A long-term study by the US Forest Re-

serve looking into the users of the Boundary Waters Wilderness Canoe Area (BWCAW) spanned several decades.  Here is a lengthy 

quote from the blog:   

“…we found out that the average user age in 1969 was 26 and in 2007 it was 45. We also found out that first time visitors have dropped from 

30% of visitors to 6%. This means that fewer people are being introduced to the BWCAW. I’d guess that also means that the age of the average 

visitor will continue to rise and current users grow older. As a point of reference, the average age in Minnesota is 36. The study suggests that one 

way to explain this is: “While it is important to recognize that younger individuals and first time overnight 

visitors continue to use the BWCAW, trend data suggest that a strong and substantial cohort of aging, 

repeat visitors to the BWCAW exists.” 

“One interesting observation from the study is “Just less than half of the visitors in 1969 had visited 

other wildernesses besides the BWCAW at that time, but this rose to 57% by 1991 and 75% by 2007.” 

To me that seems to suggest that once people experience how magical wilderness areas are, they want 

to visit more of them.”” 

As the age of boomers has increased, the amount of disposable income spent on top-end equip-

ment has increased too.  But, without engaging and retaining a younger demographic in the won-

ders of paddling sports, what will the future look like?  Who will want to inherit your spiffy Kev-

lar boat? 

You can find David’s blog entry at paddlinginstructor.com.                                   - Ken Collett 
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My Daughter Was A Natural 

(photo by Ken Collett) 

       Above - Antonio’s Lagoon Mud Sunblock  

Left - Brown Pelican    (photos by Ken Collett)   

http://cesiak.org/kayak.htm
http://www.paddlinginstructor.com/blog/industry-stuff/item/4469-scary-survey-results.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+paddlinginstructor+%28PaddlingInstructor.com%29

