The
NORTHWEST
V0YAGEURS
CANOE & KAYAK CLUB

EDDYLINE

W W W . N W V O Y A G E U R S . C O M

IN THIS
EDITION...

D E C E M B E R

2 0 1 2

 Christmas Gifts For
The Canoehead
page 1
 Trying To Fly In A
Kayak
page 2
 2012 Annual Photo
Contest Winners
page 3

IN EACH
EDITION...
Calendar Of
Events

5

Club Info

6

Membership
Info

6

Newsletter Info 6

NWV Contacts 7

President’s
Report

7

The Last Page

8

Christmas Gifts For The Canoehead
What are you getting for Christmas
this year?
If you are a person who enjoys wilderness paddling and camping, the
equipment and knickknacks available
that purport to make your outdoor
experiences simpler, more enjoyable,
fun, memorable, dryer, or safer are
innumerable.
The gizmos range from $3 reusable
rubber twist‑ties to $700 lightweight tents with carbon poles. Of
course you can spend even more on
things like Kevlar boats that will save
you a kilo or two.
In between those two extremes
there are a lot of options you will
actually use. Take dry bags for example. They range in size from 400
ml, suitable for a cell phones and
keys, to 115 litre behemoths that are
essentially waterproof backpacks for
carrying everything you need on
your next multi-night trip.
There are also specialty bags. Being
a photographer and a paddler, I

spent quite a bit of time trying to
find a bag small and light enough for
kayaking, big enough to fit my gear,
and bomb proof (you don’t want salt
water seeping inside). The Watershed Ochee dry bag is a perfect fit.

drinking water, consider dropping
hints to your friends and family that
you need a water filter, and maybe
an ultraviolet sterilizing pen to ac-

Petzl Headlamp (photo by Ken Collett)

Watershed Ochee Drybag (photo by Ken Collett)

Another handy item is a headlamp.
Whether rummaging through a gear
bag at night or making the inevitable
2:00 AM trek to the bushes, you
often need your hands free while still
shedding light on your point of interest.
A headlamp from Petzl, Black Diamond, or other quality manufacturer
may fill your needs. Things to consider are brightness, size/weight, battery type and cost, and comfort. An
alternative is a good, small, weatherproof flashlight and a special headband with a sleeve for receiving the
flashlight handle.
If you care about the quality of your

company it.
Katadyn and MSR are the two big
players in the filter market, while
SteriPEN is the biggest name in UV
treatment devices. Unless you are
going for desalination or expedition
sized pumps, the price for peace of
mind is quite reasonable.

MSR Water Filter (photo by Ken Collett)

Each of you is likely to have your
own wish list, taking into account
your personal paddling needs. Maybe one of the items above is what
you really, really want this Christmas. Start hinting today.
Dear wife, are you reading this?
- Ken Collett

Bowron Circuit (photo by Ken Collett)
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Trying To Fly In A Kayak

“...Bob succumbed
to the laws of
Newtonian
physics.”

In the October edition of The Eddyline, I wrote about participating in a photo shoot for Parks Canada at Elk
Island National Park. One of the participants was Bob Toronchuk, an avid white water kayaker. While waiting for our first session in front of the camera, Bob decided to defy gravity.
A bench on a floating dock provided a tempting launch site, and Bob could not resist. He hit the shore, then
carried his boat over to the dock. After setting up on the bench, and getting his skirt into position, off he
went. Bob versus gravity. Gravity won!
Although Bob succumbed to the laws of Newtonian physics, his experiment did make for
some good photographs. I managed to snap a few as he left his perch, buried himself in
warm Astotin Lake water (replete with phytoplankton, bird leavings, leaches, and algae),
and then popped back up.
He had so much fun he tried it all again. The evening was perfect for a second attempt—
quite warm and dead calm. No chilling after affects. His second attempt was no more
successful, but mine sure was. The result was the nine frame sequence you see here.
What is up next for Bob? The High Level Waterfall?
- Ken Collett
A couple more images from the July 22nd photo session at Elk Island.

Mel Takes A Turn At Taking Pictures (photo by Ken Collett)

The Amazing Flying Toronchuk
(photos by Ken Collett)
Momma Grebe & Babies (photo by Ken Collett)
December 2012
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Campfire - 2nd - Tie
(photo by Ken Collett)

Taking A Break - 1st
(photo by Steve Budziszyn)

Boat Retrieval - 3rd - Tie
(photo by Ken Collett)

Heading To The Fort - 2nd
(photo by Steve Budziszyn)

Congratulations
To The Winners!

Sunset Canoe - 1st
(photo by Ken Collett)

At The Campground
Misty Camping - 2nd - Tie
(photo by Ken Collett)

Camp At Lake Labarge - 3rd - Tie
(photo by Lisa Dirksen)

Viking Kayaker - 3rd
(photo by Ken Collett)
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2012 Annual Photo Contest Winners
At The Campground

Volunteer…for personal and Club growth

If you are interested in assisting the club by
volunteering, please contact Cindy at
president@nwvoyageurs.com.
Your efforts are sincerely appreciated.
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More 2012 Annual Photo Contest Winners

Membership Expiration
Another year has come and gone. Your 2012
NWV membership will expire on January 1st,
2013. Membership and waiver forms can be
found at on the club’s website at: http://
www.nwvoyageurs.com/index.php/join-us. If
you have any questions, please contact the
Membership Coordinator via email at
membership@nwvoyageurs.com.

On The Columbia - 2nd
(photo by Ken Collett)
Reflection - 1st - Tie
(photo by Lisa Dirksen)
From The Bridge - 1st - Tie
(photo by Ken Collett)

Five Fingers Rapid - 2nd
(photo by Lisa Dirksen)
Red-Necked Grebes - 1st
(photo by Ken Collett)

Congratulations
To The Winners!

Lake Labarge - 3rd
(photo by Lisa Dirksen)

On The Water
Gull - 3rd
(photo by Ken Collett)

Nature

See you all on the water in 2013!!

December 2012

Northwest Voyageurs Canoe & Kayak Club

T H E

E D D Y L I N E

P A G E

5

Calendar Of Events & Happenings
NWV Executive Meeting
Tuesday, January 8, 2013 7:00 PM
All members are welcome to attend
Strathcona Community Centre
10139 86 Avenue NW, Edmonton

NWV General Meeting

Shirts For Christmas!
If you are looking for an ideal stocking stuffer,
the NWV has it covered. Well priced T-shirts are available
from your paddling club. Contact the membership coordinator today to order a few!

Enjoy presentations and social interaction with fellow paddlers.
Refreshments will be served. This month’s meeting features a slide
show presentation on Newfoundland—paddling and a few extras.
Wednesday, January 30, 2013 7:30 PM
Strathcona Community Centre
10139 86 Avenue NW, Edmonton
Contact: Lisa at social@nwvoyageurs or 780.660.4077

NWV Executive Meeting
Tuesday, February 5, 2013 7:00 PM
All members are welcome to attend
Strathcona Community Centre
10139 86 Avenue NW, Edmonton

NWV General Meeting
Enjoy presentations and social interaction with fellow paddlers.
Refreshments will be served.
Wednesday, February 27, 2013 7:30 PM
Strathcona Community Centre
10139 86 Avenue NW, Edmonton
Contact: Lisa at social@nwvoyageurs or 780.660.4077

Executive Members Needed!
After executive elections at our November 28th Annual
General Meeting, the club is seeking individuals to fill a
number of roles:
Vice President
Publicity
Canoe Coordinator
Kayak Coordinator
If you are able to assist the club by volunteering for a few
hours per month, please contact Cindy, our club president,
at president@nwvoyageurs.com.
Thank you to everyone who already put their name forward for a position with the club. See your new 2013
NWV executives on page 7.

Do You Enjoy A Romantic Paddle?
If you do, look forward to an article about “canodling” in a future
edition of The Eddyline.

Bowron Circuit (image by Ken Collett)

Merry Christmas!
December 2012
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NWV Club Information
Our Aims
The Northwest Voyageurs is an ideal club in which to have fun and develop your
river and flat water skills with knowledgeable fellow paddlers. We aim to:


Bring members together to enjoy paddling Alberta's rivers and lakes.



Improve members' paddling skills.



Increase river safety awareness and practices.



Promote appreciation and respect for our river heritage.

For more information on Club operations, please visit www.nwvoyageurs.com

Northwest Voyageurs Canoe & Kayak Club
Box 1341
Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 2N2
Online at: www.nwvoyageurs.com

Membership
To join NWV, you will need to complete and sign the Club’s membership form and waiver. Membership runs
from January 01 to December 31, and entitles you to a number of privileges. See our website for more details, or
contact our membership coordinator with any questions: membership@nwvoyageurs.com.

“Why delay?

Printable Membership Form: http://www.nwvoyageurs.com, then go to Club Info/Membership

membership

FEES:
Single: $40.00

Get your

today!”

Family: $60.00
Membership entitles you to a 10% discount from:
Campers Village — 10951 - 170 Street & new Southside location 3210 Gateway Blvd.
Track'n;Trail — 10148 - 82 Avenue
*MEC — 12328 - 102nd Ave NW *During MEC sponsored clubs appreciation events only

The

EDDYLINE

The Eddyline is the newsletter for the Northwest Voyageurs Canoe and Kayak Club of Edmonton, Alberta. Published monthly, except for July and August of each year, it strives to
keep members abreast of club happenings. Most club members receive a PDF copy by email
or receive notification that it is available online. If you currently receive a printed copy and
are able to receive a PDF copy instead, please let the membership coordinator know so we
can send you an electronic copy — membership@nwvoyageurs.com
Photos, articles, and suggestions for publishing may be sent to eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com
December 2012
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Your NWV Executive
POSITION

NAME

PHONE

NWV EMAIL ADDRESS

President

Cindy

780-963-5288

president@nwvoyageurs.com

Vice President

Vacant

Treasurer

Donna

780-481-4756

treasurer@nwvoyageurs.com

Secretary

Mary

780-487-5529

secretary@nwvoyageurs.com

Membership

Donna

780-481-4756

membership@nwvoyageurs.com

Newsletter

Ken

780-487-5522

eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com

Webmaster

Lorne

Publicity

Vacant

Archives

Fran

Conservation

Al

conservation@nwvoyageurs.com

Trip Coordinator

Dirk

trip@nwvoyageurs.com

Canoe Coordinator

Vacant

canoe@nwvoyageurs.com

Kayak Coordinator

Vacant

seakayak@nwvoyageurs.com

Equipment Manager

Lorne

equipment@nwvoyageurs.com

Social Coordinator

Lisa

vicepresident@nwvoyageurs.com

If you have questions
regarding the club or
its operations, please
contact one of the
executive members.

webmaster@nwvoyageurs.com
publicity@nwvoyageurs.com
780-752-7939

780-660-4077

archive@nwvoyageurs.com

social@nwvoyageurs.com

Paddling satisfaction!

Join the Northwest Voyageurs.

President’s Message

Merry Christmas
Hello Fellow Voyageurs,

Cindy

to all NWV members!

Cindy Claus Delivers Again
(photo by Ken Collett)

December 2012
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President’s Message
Season’s Greetings!
WHAT IS AN EXECUTIVE TO DO...
...when the membership does not come out to nominate, and vote for, the executive that will work on their behalf in
2013? The November AGM did not attract sufficient members to meet quorum, with quorum being only fifteen.
...when the membership is not motivated to come out to celebrate the volunteers being recognized at the AGM for their
years of service; individuals who have been the backbone of the Club for years, and one of whom has been a member since
the club’s inception!
...when the membership won’t share their wonderful photos from a season of paddling trips at the annual photo contest.
...when the AGM has been held at the same time, day, and week for years (and same location for past two years), and will
be next year too, but attendance is so sparse. Please note it in your calendar, attend, and make a difference to your club!
Long before then though...I look forward to your participation in some fine paddling and exciting courses, and taking in
some interesting slideshows and guest speakers.
To the 2012 Board, the trip leaders and those who have volunteered for other activities...you have my appreciation. To
the new 2013 Board members, thank you for volunteering and I look forward to working with you in these challenging
times.
And to all members of the Northwest Voyageurs, I wish you a fun and festive holiday season and a happy, healthy, and
active New Year!
- Cindy

The Last Page Tip
Have Kayak, Will Buy Paddling Trinkets On eBay For Christmas
With the proliferation of online auction and classified add sites, there is a corresponding explosion of “stuff” for sale
on the internet, stuff that you just would not normally see in stores. Rather that throw things out or set up a garage
sale, everyone is trying to sell on the net. What do you need? A Kevlar open ocean racing kayak and the paddle to
needed to propel it may be obtained with the click of a button. Tired of paddling and need a sail to keep you moving? Maybe your spray skirt needs to be replaced. How about a paddling jacket? Broken jamb cleat to replace? No problem. eBay has that
too. Are you totally desperate to lay your hands on a canoeing & kayaking pin from the 1977 XIII World championships held in Sofia, Bulgaria? Yours for a paltry $9.20, plus $2.50 for shipping. How can you go wrong? Keep reading for a few more kayaking trinkets. Maybe you’ll
find the perfect Christmas gift your yourself or you paddling friends.
If you want a paddle that stands out in a crowd, you’ll be drooling over this 220cm FoxWorx Splash, small shaft kayak
paddle. The Splash uses a two-piece oval basswood shaft sealed with 3 coats of epoxy and joined together with an
aluminum ferrule that can be feathered at 0 or 60 degrees right or left hand. The manufacturer sells this
model for $139, but on eBay the starting bid is only $79.
How hot is that deal?
For 1/10th that price you can pick up a real collector’s item. Many versions of
this Canadian 10 cent stamp are listed. From 1955, it depicts an Innu paddling
a kayak. Some are even hand cancelled!
If you need a brand-new Boy Scout merit badge for kayaking to impress your sweetie and
back up all the bragging about your paddling skills, it can be yours for under $5.
Last year, I featured a paddler figurine made from nails. Primitive next to this little gem.
Clear some space on your mantle and order up this kayak paddler figurine for just $9.99.
And now for something completely different. Here is your chance to own a long out-ofprint album. This is a re-mastered classic from the group Kayak—one of their early, more
progressive albums, and one of their very best. It even contains a bonus track! There is
nothing better than listening to Kayak while kayaking, and for only $8.99. Merry Christmas!
- Ken Collett
December 2012
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