
  

sighted our first large ungulates.  A 

small herd of cattle looked inquisi-

tively from the bushes as we floated 

by.  Eagles and belted kingfishers 

were common along the route.  The 

fishers, in particular, wanted nothing 

to do with us.  They kept flying 

ahead or across the river any time 

we approached them.     

We pulled into a low, dry area for 

our first break.  In spring this mudflat 

would have been well underwater, 

but in the fall it provided us with 
easy access and our first look at the 

evidence of black bears.  Fresh prints 

were clear and plentiful in those 

areas that were still a bit wet. 

(continued on page 2) 

It was Golden!  Specifically, the Tim 

Horton’s in Golden, British Colum-

bia.  That is where Al and I met Dale 

and Rhonda.  This mountain town 

would be the take out for our up-

coming paddling trip, so we planned 

on leaving one vehicle there and 

drive down Highway 95 together to 

the put in at Radium. 

The shuttle run to Radium was a 

pleasant one, punctuated with pretty 

little towns, mountain vistas, and 

good views of the river we would be 

paddling the next day.  This 106 km 

section of the Columbia River is 

narrower than the North Saskatche-

wan in the Edmonton area, and the 

flow volumes are a bit less too. 

One feature of the Columbia River 

Valley that is absent from the North 

Saskatchewan is the expansive wet-

lands.  The terrain is relatively flat, 

laying between flanking mountain 
ranges.  Because the river has yet to 

cut a deep furrow through the land, 

the banks are mostly low ridges built 

up from silt deposits laid down over 

the years.  Behind these berms, the 

spring floods leave a large number of 

wetland areas that teem with fauna. 

Throw in a number of meanders and 

river braids, and you have an inter-

esting paddling route, with excellent 

opportunities to view a melange of 

wildlife, plus some remnants of hu-

man commercial activity  

The put in is less than a five minute 

drive from Radium, located next to 
the bridge over the Columbia on the 

Forsters Landing Road.  The site is 

popular with local fishermen too, but 

there was no problem finding a spot 

to park the vehicle.   

After loading our gear into the boats 

– a tandem canoe for Al and Ken, 

and a double kayak for Dale and 

Rhonda – we set off our a little ad-

venture.  It wasn’t long before we 

Meandering On The Columbia 
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View From The Radium Bridge (photo by Ken Collett) 

Pushing Off (photo by KenCollett) 

The Load (photo by Ken Collett) 

Stopping For First Break (photo by Ken Collett) 

http://www.nwvoyageurs.com
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“This was a 

very cool 

looking Red-

sided Garter 

Snake….” 

Meandering On The Columbia (continued from page 1) 

The next bit of excitement we had was not on land, but on water.  As we were paddling, I noticed a colourful 

snake swimming in the water!  Thank goodness for the slow current.  We quickly headed back to get a few 

pictures, and even lifted it out of the water on my paddle.  This was a very cool looking Red-sided Garter 

Snake that seemed quite intent on fulfilling its own adventure, seeking out the far shore of the river. 

A short distance from our snake encounter, we began seeing some interesting geology.  Where the hills were 

cut away to construct the bed for the railway decades ago, the earth is predominantly white (possibly calcium 

carbonate).  This exposed substrate has been shaped by wind and water erosion over the years, resulting in 

hoodoo-like formations that are quite striking. 

After a few more hours of paddling we stopped for the night on a small island.  After supper and a bit of time 

around the fire, it was off to bed.  For bear safety, we floated our food and other odoriferous materials in the 
canoe about 5 meters from shore.   

Morning welcomed us with a chilly air.  As it eased its way over the warm river water, mist and fog resulted.   

The slight breeze pushed the fog down river, creating eerie visions as it flowed through the trees and shrubs.   

Heavy dew clung to everything, including our tents.  The amount of moisture was amazing.  Even after giving 

things a good shake, it was like we had dunked our tents in a bucket of water just before scrunching them into 

our stuff sacks.         (continued on page 3) 
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Red-sided Garter Snake  (photo by Ken Collett)  

Picture Worthy Scenery  (photo by Ken Collett)  

CP Rail Offers Up A Photo Op  (photo by Ken Collett) 

White Cliffs On The Columbia  (photo by Ken Collett)  

Ring-billed Gull Flyby  (photo by Ken Collett) 
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“One leg went 

straight through a 

hole in the floor.” 

We greeted our first significant landmark not too long after paddling resumed.  The small town of 

Brisco was to our right.  Its major business is a telephone post mill.  The machinery made quite a 

racket as the feed stock was trimmed down to a uniform post.  Looking up, we could examine the 

ironwork of the Brisco Bridge as we eased our way under it.   This was the first of four bridges 

that we would paddle under during our trip.  There is a takeout at each, plus an additional take-

out early in the trip at the town of Edgewater. 

After the foggy start, the day turned warm and sunny.  We stopped for lunch at an accessible spot 

that featured a rundown hunter’s shack built on stilts.  It was decrepit and rotting in places, but 

because it was higher than the surrounding land, it offered a great view over the bank to the large 

marsh on the opposite side of the river.  I was so excited to get up there for a picture that I for-

got to look down.  One leg (and fortunately only one) went straight through a hole in the floor.  Extrication 

took some doing but, other than a couple minor scratches and a few extra rapid heartbeats, the outcome 

was favourable.         (continued on page 4) 

 

 

 

  

   

 

Colourful Shrubery 

(photo by Ken Collett) 
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Meandering On The Columbia (continued from page 2) 

Al Bear Proofs Our Food  (photo by Ken Collett)  

View From The Shack  (photo by Ken Collett)  

Lighting Up  (photo by Ken Collett)  

A Break For Lunch And Evaporation  (photo by Ken Collett)  

Bears!  What Bears?  (photo by Ken Collett)  
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“...a pretty splash 

of colour as the 

sun dipped to the 

horizon.” 

During this break we began what would become a daily process - spreading out our tents and other gear to 

get rid of the mildew-inducing moisture.   

After drying out gear and refueling our bodies, we paddled for a few more hours, passing the Spillimacheen 

Bridge, a number of raptors, and a few decent places to stop for the night.  Or course, when fatigue was 

setting in, there wasn’t a habitable site in sight.  Finally, we happened upon a very flat, dry sandbar.  It was 

another spot that would have been under water earlier in the year. 

After setting up our nylon condensation collectors, we cooked up a nice supper, warmed ourselves by the 

fire, and enjoyed a pretty splash of colour as the sun dipped to the horizon.  When we nestled into our 

sleeping bags for the night, we may have had passing thoughts on what the morrow might bring, but I don’t 

think any of us would have conjured up the events that would actually happen.  (continued next month)  

- Ken Collett 
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Meandering On The Columbia (continued from page 3) 

A Brisk Start To The Morning  (photo by Ken Collett)  

Fire At Sunset  (photo by Ken Collett)  

Packing Up The Kitchen  (photo by Ken Collett)  

A Common Site On The Columbia  (photo by Ken Collett)  

Sunset On The Columbia  (photo by Ken Collett)  
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Clearwater River  

North Saskatchewan   

Bowron Lakes  

Stikine River  

Nahanni River  

Highwood River  

Astotin Lake  

Desolation Sound  

Kicking Horse River  

Churchill River  

Maligne Lake 

The list goes on…. 
 
  

Come out to plan 

your summer 

paddling itinerary. 

This is the core of our club’s activity - planning and scheduling trips for the coming paddling season. Wheth-

er you want to lead a specific once-in-a-lifetime dream trip or just suggest a destination or course, come on 

out to the planning session. If past years are any indication, we will once again end up with a wide variety of 

trips to accommodate all types of paddlers in all types of boats.  

Are you a beginning paddler? Perhaps you’ll suggest the need for a gentle trip down the North Saskatche-

wan. Looking for a bit more of an adrenaline rush by doing enders and pirouettes in your white water boat? 

Suggest a trip where you can hook up with like-minded paddlers and head out to some hairy water in the 

mountains.  

If you are unable to attend the meeting, please bring your ideas forward by contacting the NW Voyageur’s 

trip coordinator (trip@nwvoyageurs.com). You might just find there are a lot of fellow paddlers harbouring 

the same dream.  

See you there!! 

  

 

January 2013                                                            Northwest Voyageurs Canoe & Kayak Club 

Trip Planning Meeting - February 27th, 7:30 PM 

 Desolation Sound  (photo by Ken Collett) 

Athabasca River (photo by Werner Groeschel)  

Stikine Takeout (photo by Dave Redford) 

North Saskatchewan (photo by Lisa Dirksen)  

White Water! (photo by Edmond Duggan)  

Where Will You 
Paddle? 

mailto:trip@nwvoyageurs.com


Calendar Of Events & Happenings 

Where Will You Paddle Next Summer? 
What special trip is on your bucket list?  Any favorite local trips you do 

every year?  Bring your ideas to the upcoming trip planning session 

February 27th.  Stay tuned for details in The Eddyline. 
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NWV Ski & Potluck Social 

Sunday, January 20, 2013 1:30 PM 

All members, friends, and family are welcome to attend this 

annual event.  Come out and enjoy a few kilometers on the 

snow to work up an appetite for the potluck supper at 4:30 PM. 

See the side panel for additional details.  

NOTE: This event will be cancelled if the Weather Network 

forecast indicates it will be -20C or colder at noon on the 20th.  

Contact: Lisa at social@nwvoyageurs or 780.660.4077 to con-

firm your interest. 

 

NWV General Meeting  

Enjoy presentations and social interaction with fellow paddlers.  Ken 

will talk about a paddle in Newfoundland, and Lisa will present on 

Jasper and the Red Deer River.  Refreshments will be served. 

Wednesday, January 30, 2013 7:30 PM  

Central Lions Senior Centre  - Venue change for January ONLY 

11113 - 113 Street, Edmonton 

Contact: Lisa at social@nwvoyageurs or 780.660.4077 

NWV Executive Meeting  

Tuesday, February 5, 2013 7:00 PM 

All members are welcome to attend 

Strathcona Community Centre 

10139 86 Avenue NW, Edmonton 

Volunteer Executive Member Needed! 

The Club is in need of a Vice President. If you are able to donate 

a few hours of your time per month, your support will be appre-

ciated.  The duties for this position may be found on the NWV 

web site.  You may also contact Cindy by emailing her at      

president@nwvoyageurs.com.  

 

Petition Against Bill C-45 

Petition Background:  The Federal law that protected our resources 

was created over 130 years ago by our first Prime Minister, Sir John 

A. MacDonald.  Within a short period of time, the Harper Govern-
ment passed bill C-45.  As a result, the number of protected lakes 

and rivers in Canada was instantly reduced from 2.5 million to only 

62 rivers and 93 lakes.   

If you want to participate in a small way, to have a say on this issue, 

consider signing the electronic petition found at the following web 

site: 

http://www.gopetition.com/petitions/a-call-to-every-canadian-

petition-against-bill-c-45.html  

All Packed Up And 

Ready To Go! 

(photo by Ken Collett) 
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Happy New Year! 
Welcome to another year!  Don’t forget to renew your club member-

ship.  Membership and waiver forms can be found at on the club’s 

website at: http://www.nwvoyageurs.com/index.php/join-us. 

Need A Shirt? 

If you need a well-priced T-shirt, then a good deal is 
waiting for you.  The Northwest Voyageurs have stylish 
shirts for sale.  Contact the membership coordinator to-
day to order one or two! 

NW Voyageurs Winter Fun & Potluck Supper 

On Sunday, January 20th come on out to the Cooking Lake—
Blackfoot Recreation Area to take part in some fun winter 
activities. Opportunities abound for cross-country skiing, 
snowshoeing, hiking, & photography. Once everyone has 
burned off sufficient calories, we’ll follow our activities up 
with a potluck supper at the site.  The feast starts at 4:30. 

We will meet at the Waskehegan Staging Area in the Cooking 
Lake - Blackfoot Recreation Area on the 20th at 1:30 p.m. For 
more information, please contact Lisa, the ever social social 
coordinator, at social@nwvoyageurs or 780.660.4077. 

How to get there: http://www.albertaparks.ca/
siteinformation.aspx?id=23 (check the winter or summer 
trail maps—Waskehegan is on the west side of the property) 

mailto:president@nwvoyageurs.com
http://www.gopetition.com/petitions/a-call-to-every-canadian-petition-against-bill-c-45.html
http://www.gopetition.com/petitions/a-call-to-every-canadian-petition-against-bill-c-45.html
http://www.nwvoyageurs.com/index.php/join-us
mailto:social@nwvoyageurs
http://www.albertaparks.ca/siteinformation.aspx?id=23
http://www.albertaparks.ca/siteinformation.aspx?id=23


NWV Club Information 

T h e  E D DY L I N EE D DY L I N E   

Northwest Voyageurs Canoe & Kayak Club 

Box 1341 

Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 2N2 

Online at: www.nwvoyageurs.com 

To join NWV, you will need to complete and sign the Club’s membership form and waiver.  Membership runs 

from January 01 to December 31, and entitles you to a number of privileges.  See our website for more details, or 

contact our membership coordinator with any questions:  membership@nwvoyageurs.com.  

Printable Membership Form:  http://www.nwvoyageurs.com, then go to Club Info/Membership  

FEES: 

Single: $40.00 

Family: $60.00 

 

Membership entitles you to a 10% discount from: 

Campers Village — 10951 - 170 Street & new Southside location 3210 Gateway Blvd. 

Track'n;Trail — 10148 - 82 Avenue  

*MEC — 12328 - 102nd Ave NW   *During MEC sponsored clubs appreciation events only 

Membership 
“Why delay?  

Get your 

membership 

today!” 
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Our Aims 

The Northwest Voyageurs is an ideal club in which to have fun and develop your 

river and flat water skills with knowledgeable fellow paddlers. We aim to: 

 Bring members together to enjoy paddling Alberta's rivers and lakes. 

 Improve members' paddling skills. 

 Increase river safety awareness and practices. 

 Promote appreciation and respect for our river heritage. 

For more information on Club operations, please visit www.nwvoyageurs.com 

The Eddyline is the newsletter for the Northwest Voyageurs Canoe and Kayak Club of Ed-

monton, Alberta.  Published monthly, except for July and August of each year, it strives to 

keep members abreast of club happenings.  Most club members receive a PDF copy by email 

or receive notification that it is available online.  If you currently receive a printed copy and 

are able to receive a PDF copy instead, please let the membership coordinator know so we 

can send you an electronic copy — membership@nwvoyageurs.com 

Photos, articles, and suggestions for publishing may be sent to eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com 
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http://www.nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:membership@nwvoyageurs.com
http://www.nwvoyageurs.com/
http://www.nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:membership@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:membership@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com


Your Executive 
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If you have questions 

regarding the club or its 

operations, please con-

tact one of the executive 

members.   

President’s Message 
Hello Fellow Voyageurs, 

To prepare my New Year's President's message, I thought I would read some of the earlier editions of The Eddyline for inspiration,  
and I got it!  However, not in fashion I might have expected.   As is the case this year, there have been other years when Board 
positions were not filled and the existing Board either did double duty or cancelled programs.  Yet the Club is still here!  It appears 
that  people cared enough to step forward  to help out, which is very encouraging, as four Board members are currently doing 
double duty, or more. 

This month, our Social Coordinator has a cross country ski trip planned so we can get 
together in an outdoor activity. Look for milk jug curling in February.  In both cases the 
water is frozen, yet FUN.  Put on the woollies and come out to play!  These activities 
are in addition to two slide presentations this month, where members will share their 
adventures on wet water. Come to the meeting and share their experience… and get 
inspired for spring, which unofficially starts in February at our Trip Planning meeting. 

Our trip planning meeting, and the number, variety, and quality of trips is what de-
fines our club, and is a testimony to the strength of our members' leadership and 
commitment to a quality paddling experience.  Yet  another opportunity to step for-
ward and to be an active part of a terrific 2013 paddling season...and step up and be a 
Voyageur, exploring the splendor this country has to offer. 

Yours in paddling, 
Cindy 

Cindy Paddles The Malispina Peninsula    

(photo by Ken Collett) 
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Paddling satisfaction! Join the Northwest Voyageurs 

POSITION NAME PHONE NWV EMAIL ADDRESS 

President Cindy 780-963-5288 president@nwvoyageurs.com 

Vice President Vacant  vicepresident@nwvoyageurs.com 

Treasurer Donna 780-481-4756 treasurer@nwvoyageurs.com 

Secretary Mary 780-487-5529 secretary@nwvoyageurs.com 

Membership Donna 780-481-4756 membership@nwvoyageurs.com 

Newsletter Ken 780-487-5522 eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com 

Webmaster Lorne  webmaster@nwvoyageurs.com 

Publicity Al 780-487-0607 publicity@nwvoyageurs.com 

Archives Fran 780-752-7939 archive@nwvoyageurs.com 

Conservation Al 780-487-0607 conservation@nwvoyageurs.com 

Trip Coordinator Dirk 780-691-2042 trip@nwvoyageurs.com 

Canoe Coordinator Cindy 780-963-3305 canoe@nwvoyageurs.com 

Kayak Coordinator Cindy 780-963-3305 seakayak@nwvoyageurs.com 

Equipment Manager Lorne  equipment@nwvoyageurs.com 

Social Coordinator Lisa 780-660-4077 social@nwvoyageurs.com 

    

mailto:president@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:vicepresident@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:treasurer@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:secretary@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:membership@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:webmaster@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:publicity@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:archive@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:conservation@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:trip@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:canoe@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:seakayak@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:equipment@nwvoyageurs.com
mailto:social@nwvoyageurs.com


Urban Wildlife 

When I hear people voicing their desire to “remove” urban coyotes from their local environment, it really makes me pause to 

think about our relationship with wildlife.  Many people want parks and large swaths of wild areas within easy reach; off leash 

parks, picnic areas with lots of trees nearby, and tranquil, natural refuges within the high-rise jungle.  Essentially, we invite wild 

animals into our space but want our local governments to act as gatekeeper, denying entry to those species that some people 

feel are, in some fashion, a threat to us.   

For myself, I welcome opportunities to view a wide variety of fauna. One of the 

reasons I so enjoy wilderness (or near wilderness) paddling and hiking is for the 

possibility that I might have a close encounter with other species.  Do I want a very 

intimate encounter with a Grizzly?  No, but that possibility is real, and it is a calcu-

lated risk I take voluntarily.   

Should living in a city equate to having your pets or young children at risk from 

attack by coyotes or other animals?  There is a balance that individuals and govern-

ing bodies need to find for themselves and those they exert sway over.   

Regardless of which side of the fence you tend to favor regarding the issue of wild-

life control, or land use, or other similar topics, you should find your balance intel-

ligently and thoughtfully.  Then participate in the opportunities to shape your envi-

ronment through the democratic avenues available.  

 - Ken Collett 

Will You Be There? General Meeting - January 30th, 7:30 PM 
Come out to see presentations by Lisa Dirksen and Ken Collett.  Topics include: a slide show about Newfoundland, including 
a short paddling trip, Jasper, and a trip on the Red Deer River.  Please note the location change to the Central Lions Senior 
Centre  at 11113 - 113 Street, Edmonton, for this month only.  See page 5 for more details. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Last Page Tip 
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Who Lives Here?  

(photo by Ken Collett)  

 Newfoundland Pintail  (photo by Ken Collett)  

http://www.leavenotrace.ca/home

