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on my mind for quite a few years.
The trip for this particular stretch of
the river was actually on the Club’s
2012 trip schedule but did not take
place to my knowledge.
Why paddle the Peace River? Mark
Lund in his “Guide for Alberta Paddlers” gives 2 reasons, wilderness
camping and big valley scenery. For
me the Peace Country always had a
special attraction because of its natural and human history and the scenery.
A few statistics for the trip from the
Clayhurst Bridge to the Town of
Peace River :
 Trip length: approx. 230 km
 Avg. flow in Sept. 1000 to 3000
m3/second (North Saskatchewan
approx. 400 m3/sec)
 Gradient: 0.3m/km
 River velocity: 4-8 km/hour
Trip Participants: Former NWV club
members Peter Daum and Peter
Johnson paddling a Grumman tandem canoe and myself, paddling my
trusted Mad River Guide Solo canoe.
For trip planning materials &
sources, I used the following information sources: Mark’s paddling
guide, Peace River Paddling Guide

published by Teresa from Flow
North Paddling Company in High
Level, & Peter Johnson’s knowledge

Gearing Up To Put In

Clayhurst Bridge Campground

of this stretch from a previous canoe
trip a few years ago.
Driving to destination and shuttle:
We used Peter Daum’s canoe trailer
for the trip which allowed us to pack
our gear for 3 people and 2 canoes
into one car and the trailer. Teresa
from Flow North Paddling Company
connected me with somebody who
owned a B& B (The Wild Rose
Guest House) just outside Peace
River who was able to carry out the
shuttle for us.
Once Peter Johnson, who lives in
Cold Lake, arrived at our place in
Edmonton, we loaded his gear into
my RAV 4. Then we drove to
Entwistle to pick up Peter Daum and
his canoe trailer, gear, and his tandem Grumman aluminum canoe.
The drive from Entwistle to the
town of Peace River took a few

hours. When we arrived at the
Wild Rose B&B our shuttle driver
was already waiting and we continued driving to the put-in point at the
Clayhurst bridge, approximately 230
km west of Peace River.
We stayed overnight at the official
campground near the bridge and
started our trip the next morning.

Underway!

The river does not look like it is
flowing fast but we did make good
time and averaged about 50 km per
day. With a headwind it could be a
totally different story on the Peace
because it is such a big river and the
valley is very wide.
(continued on page 2)

Don’t miss out on the Upcoming April edition of The Eddyline. Renew you NWV membership today!!

Kayak Hull On The Columbia River (photo by Ken Collett)
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Paddling The Mighty Peace (continued from page 1)

“...the bear spray
accidentally
discharged inside
the tent.”

We thought that finding a campground for 3 smaller tents would not be very hard. We started searching for
a suitable site at about 4 in the afternoon and by the time we found one it was about 5:30; much later than we
had hoped it would take us. The main reason for the scarcity of suitable campsites are the steep and fairly
high river banks and the dense bush growing along most of the bank.
I also expected quite a bit of power boat traffic on the river but the first day was not too bad.
The second day we did much better with finding a suitable campsite. We found a fairly flat shelf with birch
trees in full fall colour. It was a little bit of a climb to get to the site but the view from the top rewarded us for
the effort. Somebody had camped there probably many years ago and had left a few things behind such as a full
set of old looking camping dishes and a tarp and tarp poles. While we set up camp we noticed bear poop on
the ground in some areas. We did not pay much attention to it as it looked like it had been there for months.
It was sometime after midnight when Peter Johnson could hear and feel a bear pushing against the side of his
tent. He managed to grab his bear spray but when he tried to pull the safety off the spray can the bear spray
accidentally discharged inside the tent. By the time Peter was able to open the tent door the bear had long
disappeared down the river bank. It probably was just walking on its regular nightly route and Peter’s tent happened to be in the way. Next morning Peter had to clean the inside of the tent and some of his gear that had
a strong smell from the bear spray. Needless to say he was not a “happy camper” for a while.
(continued on page 3)

Night One Campground

Colourful Campsite

Airing Out The Tent After Bear Incident
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The Evening Heats Up

Abandoned Camp Kitchen—Per haps After A Similar Incident?
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(continued from page 2)

On the third day the number of power boats on the river increased. Many of them seemed to be
hunters out on their weekend hunting adventure. This was also a sign that we were getting closer
to the Dunvegan Bridge.
Powerboats are always a little bit scary for canoeists, and every time we saw one coming towards
us we moved closer to the shore to get out of the way. However, many of them were considerate and slowed down and moved away from us as they went by.
We stopped for lunch at the Dunvegan Historic Site. As it was the weekend, there were quite a
few visitors walking around and looking at the historic displays.
Dunvegan Bridge

Discussing The Day’s Itinerary

“Powerboats are
always a little bit
scary for
canoeists....”

Dunvegan Historic Site

Fall Colours & Interesting Geology

An Historic Lunch

Later this afternoon we started looking for campsite number 3. Again the banks were steep and it did not
look promising. After a while Peter Daum wanted to check out a spot that did not look at all promising to
the other Peter and me. However, after again
climbing the steep bank we realized it was a perfect site, flat with very little undergrowth underneath the old spruce trees that were standing
there. Once we had set up camp I had an early
supper and then went by canoe across the river
to hike up the opposite bank to a look-out point.
After some bush-whacking and struggling up steep
slopes I managed to get to the top of the look-out
and was rewarded with a beautiful view of the
river valley.
(continued on page 4)
Campsite #3
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(continued from page 3)

While I was standing on the top of the look-out, viewing the valley with my binoculars, I heard motor noise
coming from behind. When I turned around I saw two men in an all-terrain vehicle coming towards me. I
thought it would be hunters but the two gentlemen were farmers/ranchers that owned the land in this area.
I chatted with them for quite a while. They were happy to hear that I was a canoeist and not a hunter. One
of their black cows had been shot by a hunter last year and they also had a boat and other equipment stolen
from their land. About 20 meters down from where we were standing was the wreck of a pick-up truck.
One of the farmers told me that a group of young people had driven over the cliff’s edge by accident a few
years ago.
We woke up next morning to see fog in the river valley. After loading the canoes we paddled for a couple
hours in fairly dense fog until finally the sun was able to break through and burn it off.
By about noon on day 4 the wind came up and the clouds moved in. The weather was definitely changing. By
that time we were about 30 km upstream of the Town of Peace River. We started looking for a campsite
fairly early as we planned to camp upstream of the town and to finish the trip the next day in Peace River. It
turned out that we could not find any site that looked “campable” so we continued paddling fairly late into
the afternoon, knowing that an official campsite, called Strong Creek Campground was located on river left,
about 15 km upstream of the Town of Peace River.

By the time we reached Strong Creek Campground it had started to rain. We quickly set up our tents and I
called our shuttle person to arrange for a pick-up from this camp ground for next morning.
It rained for a good part of the night and into next morning. We had breakfast and quickly took down the
tents. When everything was packed up, our shuttle vehicle arrived. We were quite happy to be off the water and in a warm car.
It was miserable, rainy and cool. A perfect day for the long drive home to Edmonton.

- Story & Photos By Werner Groeschel
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Peace River Valley From The Viewpoint

Looking Down On Campsite #3

Shaftsbury Ferry Crossing

Loading Up For Day 4
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Calendar Of Events & Happenings
NWV General Meeting

Paddle Alberta Annual General Meeting

Come out to enjoy presentations by Ken Collett and Dirk Pauwels.
Refreshments will be served.

AGM Sunday, March 17, 2013 1:00 to 4:00 PM

Wednesday, March 27, 2013 7:30 PM
Strathcona Community Centre
10139 86 Avenue NW, Edmonton
Contact: Lisa at social@nwvoyageurs or 780.660.4077

NWV Executive Meeting
Tuesday, April 2, 2012 7:00 PM
All members are welcome to attend
Strathcona Community Centre
10139 86 Avenue NW, Edmonton

NWV General Meeting
Enjoy a presentation on paddling the Yukon by Lisa Dirksen, and
visit with your fellow Voyageurs. Refreshments will be served.
Wednesday, April 24, 2013 7:30 PM
Strathcona Community Centre
10139 86 Avenue NW, Edmonton
Contact: Lisa at social@nwvoyageurs or 780.660.4077

Additional events are the Educational Seminar (strategic planning
for paddling orgs) held prior to the AGM, at 10:00 AM to 12:00
PM. Lunch will be from 12:00 to 1:00 PM.
Lindsay Thurber High School
4204-58 Street, Red Deer, AB
See details at:
http://www.paddlealberta.org/member/events_news.asp

Now Presenting...
How cool would it be to paddle the exotic Gorges du Tarn?
What about a trip down the Columbia River in September?
Put a circle around March 27th on your calendar, and come
out to the Strathcona Community Centre to discover the
answers. The show will start at 7:30 PM

Get Your Shirts Here!
We’ll sell you our shirts for your back. Pick up a great
looking one for just a small amount of cash. The Northwest Voyageurs have stylish
shirts for sale. Contact the
membership coordinator today
to order one!

Check Out The Free Paddler Ezine
http://issuu.com/thepaddler/docs
https://www.facebook.com/ThePaddlercouk
New editions each month

Voyageur Canoes For Sale
Myrna has three 26' Voyageur model Clipper Canoes and a trailer for
sale. The boats are in virtually brand new condition. The asking price
is $3,750 per canoe. They are also
listed on Kijiji so you can also
check them out there. The canoes
are located in the Evansburg, Alberta area. Send Myrna an email at
cbamyrna@yahoo.ca if you are
interested.

A Sunny & Warm Afternoon On The Peace (photo by Werner Groeschel.)

Where Will You Paddle Next Summer?
Find your answers by checking out the 2013 trip schedule on page 8,
and on www.nwvoyageurs.com.
March 2013

North Saskatchewan
(photo by Dirk Pauwels)
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NWV Club Information
Our Aims
The Northwest Voyageurs is an ideal club in which to have fun and develop your
river and flat water skills with knowledgeable fellow paddlers. We aim to:


Bring members together to enjoy paddling Alberta's rivers and lakes.



Improve members' paddling skills.



Increase river safety awareness and practices.



Promote appreciation and respect for our river heritage.

For more information on Club operations, please visit www.nwvoyageurs.com

Northwest Voyageurs Canoe & Kayak Club
Box 1341
Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 2N2
Online at: www.nwvoyageurs.com

Membership
To join NWV, you will need to complete and sign the Club’s membership form and waiver. Membership runs
from January 01 to December 31, and entitles you to a number of privileges. See our website for more details, or
contact our membership coordinator with any questions: membership@nwvoyageurs.com.

“Why delay?

Printable Membership Form: http://www.nwvoyageurs.com, then go to Club Info/Membership

membership

FEES:
Single: $40.00

Get your

today!”

Family: $60.00
Membership entitles you to a 10% discount from:
Campers Village — 10951 - 170 Street & new Southside location 3210 Gateway Blvd.
Track'n;Trail — 10148 - 82 Avenue
*MEC — 12328 - 102nd Ave NW *During MEC sponsored clubs appreciation events only

The

EDDYLINE

The Eddyline is the newsletter for the Northwest Voyageurs Canoe and Kayak Club of Edmonton, Alberta. Published monthly, except for July and August of each year, it strives to
keep members abreast of club happenings. Most club members receive a PDF copy by email
or receive notification that it is available online. If you currently receive a printed copy and
are able to receive a PDF copy instead, please let the membership coordinator know so we
can send you an electronic copy — membership@nwvoyageurs.com
Photos, articles, and suggestions for publishing may be sent to eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com
March 2013
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Your Executive
POSITION

NAME

PHONE

NWV EMAIL ADDRESS

President

Cindy

780-963-5288

president@nwvoyageurs.com

Vice President

Vacant

Treasurer

Donna

780-481-4756

treasurer@nwvoyageurs.com

Secretary

Mary

780-487-5529

secretary@nwvoyageurs.com

Membership

Donna

780-481-4756

membership@nwvoyageurs.com

Newsletter

Ken

780-487-5522

eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com

Webmaster

Lorne

Publicity

Al

780-487-0607

publicity@nwvoyageurs.com

Archives

Fran

780-752-7939

archive@nwvoyageurs.com

Conservation

Al

780-487-0607

conservation@nwvoyageurs.com

Trip Coordinator

Dirk

780-691-2042

trip@nwvoyageurs.com

Canoe Coordinator

Cindy

780-963-3305

canoe@nwvoyageurs.com

Kayak Coordinator

Cindy

780-963-3305

seakayak@nwvoyageurs.com

Equipment Manager

Lorne

Social Coordinator

Lisa

vicepresident@nwvoyageurs.com

If you have questions
regarding the club or
its operations, please
contact one of the
executive members.
Volunteers for vacant
positions will always
be welcome.

webmaster@nwvoyageurs.com

equipment@nwvoyageurs.com
780-660-4077

social@nwvoyageurs.com

Paddle your dreams!
Join the
Northwest Voyageurs

President’s Message
Hello Fellow Voyageurs,
From the first Ice Breaker Float to Mel's Fall Classic...thank you to those club members who have volunteered to lead a trip this
year. A few weekends are still open and waiting for someone to step forward to lead a trip. Not sure if you are ready to coordinate a trip? There are mentorship opportunities available. The wealth of
collective experience available through this Club is immense, and is just
waiting to be shared! Contact me by phone or email to discuss the opportunities.
Also, thank you to our canoe instructors who have stepped forward to offer
lessons at the Rundle Pond on Wednesday nights throughout the summer.
Hopefully, offering some basic instruction to folks who register for them will
build some goodwill and lead to new memberships.
There are a few additional upcoming opportunities for which I encourage
you to volunteer. Many are short, essential contributions...a few hours...be
one of our Club's friendly faces at the May 5 River Clean-up, the May 29
NWV Open House, or at River Day on June 9th. Share your paddling experience and enthusiasm.
Cindy
March 2013

Isn’t paddling is a summer activity??
(photo by Chris Prather)
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Canoedling ( from the German “knuddeln,” meaning “to cuddle.”)
It is doubtful that the canoe was the original “love boat,” but for a short period in American
history, it laid claim to the risqué title. Prior to the widespread acceptance of the automobile, canoes rose to prominence as the vehicle of choice for courting in many locations.
There was even mention of the trend in a musical comedy, featuring the song titled “Out in
My Old Town Canoe.”
Last year, a website for memorabilia collectors featured Hunter Oatman-Stanford’s playful
look at the evolution of the canoe from versatile workhorse to “sinful” play boat. The short
article from July, 2012 is an eyebrow-raising read, and highlights a few news stories from
the early 1900’s. One from a 1914 edition of the Minneapolis Tribune warned of the dangers that narrow skirts posed to female boaters because, should the canoe capsize, the
swim to shore would be a challenge. Two years earlier, the same newspaper related that,
“misconduct in canoes has become so grave and flagrant that it threatens to throw a shadow upon the lakes as recreation resorts and to bring shame upon the city.”
Alas, the gentle lapping of water against the hull of a handcrafted canoe that accompanied the wooing would not last. Henry Ford’s factory-made Models T & A quickly became the ubiquitous first choice for dating couples, and the Sunday drive
replaced the pleasant paddle on a local pond.
For a chuckle, and maybe some re-lived memories, you may read the entire article at the Collectors Weekly website:
http://www.collectorsweekly.com/articles/love-boats-the-delightfully-sinful-history-of-canoes/.
- Ken Collett
All images from Collectors Weekly

The Last Page Tip
Pontoons For Stabilization
Outriggers for canoes have a long and storied history. The migration of various Polynesian peoples benefited immensely
from the stability they offered. With an outrigger attached, a tippy, narrow boat can be transformed into a wide, virtually
untippable platform. Instead of fearing for your safety, now you can attach sails, fish while standing, and even dive in for a
swim or snorkel and then climb back in easily, A platform created by an outrigged pontoon can also providee nerve-calming security
when on long open-water crossings, when a sudden squall springs upon you in open water, or when strong tides buffet your boat.
A number of manufacturers supply quality pontoon systems that can be fit on both canoes and rec kayaks by utilizing simple, and sometimes ingenious, mounting brackets. Some even fold up to get the pontoons out of the water when more speed is desired. You don’t
have to rely on commercial ventures to stabilize your ride. Michael Storer offers plans on-line so you
can build your own!
Here are a few websites you can check out for pricing and ideas.
http://www.easyriderkayaks.com/outriggers-c.htm
http://www.storerboatplans.com/Canoebits/canoeoutriggers.html
http://www.yak-gear.com/OUTRIGGERS.html
Speaking of ideas, I wonder how pontoons might stabilize canoes
employed for romancing. Practice safe canoedling everyone!!

Easy Rider Commercial Outriggers

- Ken Collett
Homemade Storer Outriggers
March 2013
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