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ewan, from Ramparts Creek to
Abraham Lake, was on the NWV
Club schedule for 2013. I always
wanted to paddle this section of
the North Saskatchewan River.
Over the years I have paddled
the river in its entirety from
Nordegg to Fort Saskatchewan
except for this section, most of
Abraham Lake and the stretch
from the Bighorn Dam to Nordegg.
In my view, the North Saskatchewan River is one of the best rivers to canoe in Alberta and paddling this particular section has
confirmed this even more for
me.
Why Go:
Mark Lund in his “Guide for Alberta Paddlers”, gives the following reasons:

Great mountain scenery and very
pleasant river paddling for canoers with intermediate or better skills.
I must say the scenery on this
run was absolutely beautiful and
the river was fast and fun to paddle.
A Few Statistics:
Total length of this run: 52 km
Flow rate: When we paddled,
the flow rate was about 150m3/
sec.
River Velocity: My GPS measured paddling speeds of 9 to 12
km/hour in most areas, but on
one stretch, my canoe was floating down the river at a speed of
18 km/hour without me paddling.
River Classification:
Rapids: One Class 5 to 6, there
is a good portage trail to get
around immediately followed by
one Class 3+ rapid with portage
trail, several class 2 before and
below Whirl Pool Point

Skills Required: Intermediate
moving water
Trip Participants:
Margriet van Laarhoven and Alan
Stewart paddled a tandem canoe,
while I paddled my trusted Mad
River Guide solo canoe.

Abraham Lake
Trip Planning Material/
Sources:
For the trip planning, I used the
following information sources:
Mark Lund’s paddling guide
1:50,000 topographical maps,
covering the length of the river
in this area.
Alan’s knowledge of the David
Thompson Country.
(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

The Trip:

...I had to paddle
harder to get back
to the put-in point.

Knowing this, we were hugging the left shore closely for the last 500 meters before the rapids and managed to
pull out without problems. This was a regular weekend trip. I wanted to spend an extra day in the

mountains and left Edmonton on Thursday afternoon, driving to Two-O’Clock Creek Campground
on David Thompson Highway near the west end of Abraham Lake.
I spent most of Friday paddling on Abraham Lake from where the North Saskatchewan River enters
the lake to a peninsula about 6 kilometers to the east.The lake is known for quickly developing big waves
on windy days. I was lucky, not to have any wind for most of the day when I paddled. Only in the afternoon the
wind started to get stronger and I had to paddle harder to get back to the put-in point.

Alan and Margriet loading the canoe

Alan and Margriet taking a little rest

Margriet & Alan arrived at TwoO’Clock Creek Campground Friday
evening. The next morning we completed the shuttle to Ramparts Creek
Campground, in Banff National Park.
To get to the put-in, we parked our
car & gear near someone’s campsite
and carry the gear to the shore of the
North Saskatchewan River.
It did not take us long to get all the
gear into the canoes and to start paddling. It is about 12 kilometers from
the put-in to the Class 5 to 6 rapids,
where we had to pull out.
I had marked the pull-out location on
my GPS and was monitoring our canoe position in relation to the rapid
location on my GPS very carefully, the
closer we got to the rapids. It is important to approach the rapids on
river left as the currents in the middle
of the river and on river right just before the rapids are very strong. Pulling
out when in the middle of the river or
on the right side close to the rapids
would be impossible and could have
disastrous consequences. According
to Mark’s Guide there was one deadly
accident at these rapids some years
ago during a British Army paddling
exercise. Knowing this, we were hugging the left shore closely for the last
500 meters before the rapids and
managed to pull out without problems.

After a short lunch break we started hauling gear and canoes down the approximately 1.5 km long
portage trail. The trail is well established and was not too difficult in terms of terrain. It took us
about 2 hours to complete the portage.
It was about 3 o’clock on Saturday afternoon when we were on the water again. Paddling from here
on was fairly straight forward. We crossed the bridge under the Icefield Parkway (Hwy 93). The goal
for the day was to reach the Banff Park boundary, so we could camp outside the Banff National Park.
It took us about an hour and a half to reach the Park boundary. (continued on page 3)
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(continued from page 3)

...the wind was
blowing and rain
showers drifted in
from the valley.

About half-way on the portage trail we
established a drop point

Alan and Margriet taking a little break

Allan knew the area outside Banff National very well from his many hiking trips there so it did not
take us long to find a very nice camping spot on a creek flowing into the North Saskatchewan River.
After having supper, we retired fairly early to our tents for some reading and a good night’s sleep.
While being in my tent reading, I could hear talking coming from Margriet’s tent for quite a while. I
thought this is strange, Margriet talking to herself aloud in her tent. Next morning I found out that
she had brought her Spanish Lessons with her on her i-pod and that she had been practicing her
Spanish last evening.
The morning was fairly cool, the wind was blowing and rain showers drifted in from the valley. Allan put up a tarp to have a shelter from the rain. It was a treat to have a hot cup of coffee and after
breakfast we packed up the gear and headed down the river again. (continued on page 3)

Our campsite near the Banff National Park
boundary
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(continued from page 3)
The scenery on the second day was as
beautiful as on the first day. After
coming out of Banff National Park,
the river valley had opened up and
the mountains were further away
which made for a more panoramic
view.

...my GPS recorded
a speed of 18 km/
hour without me
paddling.

We made good progress thanks to
the fast flowing river and quickly approached Whirl Pool Point. There
were some Class 2 rapids to get
through before the point which consisted mostly of bigger wave trains.
At Whirl Pool Point the river narrows
and makes a sharp turn which causes
turbulence such as strong eddies and
Margriet and Allan on the lower stretch of the river
boils in the water, especially at higher
flows. When we passed through, the
river flow was at its normal for the season and we did not have any issues getting past this area.
There is also an Alberta Environment flow monitoring station at this point which we could see from
the river.
To get from Whirl Pool Point to our take-out spot at
Preachers Point on Abraham Lake we had to paddle another 14 kilometers. The river in this section seemed to
get even faster and also narrower which made for fun
paddling. After we passed under the Siffleur Falls food
bridge we canoed through a tight bend where my GPS
recorded a speed of 18 km/hour without me paddling.
Finally we could see the river widening and entering into
Abraham Lake. We had to paddle for another 15 minutes
on the lake to reach Preacher’s Point, the final destination for this memorable and enjoyable canoe trip.
Heading towards Preachers Point on Abraham Lake

- Story and photos by Werner Groeschel

Membership Expiration
All 2013 NWV memberships will expire on January 1st, 2014.
Look for the new 2013 Registration and Waiver forms coming soon to www.nwvoyageurs.com.
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This & That
Paul Kane’s 1847 Christmas Dinner

NW Voyageurs, pull out your 1847 finery and join the brigade
for a fabulously fun fundraiser! The Paul Kane 1847 Christmas
Dinner is a fundraiser for the Rundle Park Paddling Center.
A voyageur canoe full of us will be there. Interested in sharing
a table? If you are, please contact Cindy at 780-963-5288 or
email president@nwvoyageurs.com.
For more details on the dinner, check out http://
www.ceyana.ca/Paul%20Kane%202013%20Dinner%20Poster%
20v5%20sm%208x11.pdf.
Lakeland Visitor Recreation Survey

If you enjoy Lakeland Provincial Park, please participate in a
survey on park visitors' satisfaction with recreational experiences in the park. The survey is designed to help the park
understand our visitors more so we can better serve you. Survey results will contribute to a recreation planning process being undertaken at the park in 2013-14.
Alberta Parks staff are distributing the survey, which is being undertaken by a research team from the Faculty of Physical Education & Recreation at the University of Alberta.
Participation in the survey also makes you eligible to enter a draw to win a $100 gift card.
You can complete the survey online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/8WC27MM. The survey is open
until 5:00 pm on November 1, 2013.
You can also check outhttp://www.albertaparks.ca/lakeland-pp/activities-events/what's-new/visitor-recreation
-survey-being-undertaken-in-lakeland.aspx .

Executive Elections - November Annual General Meeting
November's meeting is our Annual General Meeting, complete with elections. There are a number of positions that have been vacant for the past year which were covered by other members of the Executive:
Vice president
Kayak coordinator
Canoe coordinator
Publicity
Several positions become vacant this term:
President (may remain on Board as Past President)
Secretary
Newsletter Editor
Social
Archives
Positions that are open and the incumbent allowed their name to stand:
Treasurer/Membership - Donna McKenzie
Equipment - Lorne Tlachuk
Webmaster - Lorne Tlachuk
Conservation - Alan Stewart
Trip Coordinator - Dirk Pauwels
Please consider contributing to the future of the Club. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact any of the current Executive.
For a list of roles and responsibilities, please see pages 6 & 7.
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New Executive Members Needed!

Executive Roles & Responsibilities
Here is a brief summary of the duties and responsibilities of each executive position:
President
The President is the club’s main contact with other clubs and associations, and promotes the club and its activities.
 Guides all discussion at meetings
 Establishes agenda for executive and general meetings with the assistance of the executive
 Initiates and promotes new projects and activities
 Has signing authority for the club (with the Treasurer or Vice President)
 Knows the club constitution and bylaws
Vice President
 The vice president is the backup for the president, and assumes all of the president’s duties in his/her absence.
Treasurer
The Treasure is responsible for recording and tracking all aspects of the club’s finances.
 Maintains a ledger of revenues, expenses, and club assets
 Deposits funds paid to club for memberships, training, equipment rentals, or product sales
 Has signing authority (with the Treasurer or Vice President)
 Prepares financial statements for the executive meetings
 Prepares annual returns to Alberta Consumer & Corporate Affairs
Secretary
 Prepares the minutes at each executive meeting
 Records names of members attending executive and annual general meetings
 Maintains files of club meeting minutes, financial statements, club forms, and other documents that are used
regularly
 Has charge of the seal of the society, and copy of the By-laws and policies
Membership Coordinator
 Maintains a current membership list
 Collects and processes membership forms
 Collects membership fees and forwards them to the treasurer
 Prints and stamps envelopes for the monthly newsletter, and gives to the newsletter editor
 Provide club information to potential members
Newsletter Editor
 Prepare the monthly newsletter
 Maintain a file of past newsletters
Publicity Coordinator
 Promotes the club by placing advertising in newspapers, radio, and in local stores as directed by the executive
 Produces advertising brochures and/or posters for club events
 Maintain a list of locations with club posters / brochures on display
Trip Coordinator
 Arranges the annual trip schedule
 Books group campsites for trips where this is required
 Collects participation information for trips, to be reported at the AGM
Canoe Coordinator
 Organizes canoe courses, safety courses, and other related activities
 Arranges for instructors for canoe courses
 Takes registrations and collects fees for courses
 Maintains participation statistics for canoe courses
Kayak Coordinator
 Organizes kayak courses, safety courses, and other related activities
 Arranges for instructors for kayak courses
 Takes registrations and collects fees for courses
 Maintains participation statistics for kayak courses
(continued on page 7)
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New Executive Members Needed!

Executive Roles & Responsibilities (continued on page 7)
Equipment Coordinator
 Maintains an inventory of club equipment
 Arranges equipment rental managers to keep club boats and rent them to members
 Collects rental fees from equipment managers and forwards to the treasurer
 Keeps records of usage statistics for club equipment
 Arranges maintenance and repairs to equipment
 Makes purchases of new equipment as directed by the executive
 Arranges for the sale and disposal of outdated equipment
Social Coordinator
 Arranges presenters for monthly meetings
 Arranges rental of space for club meetings and other events
 Buys refreshments that the club provides at meetings and events
Archives
 Keeps files of all club documents and papers. This includes meeting minutes, membership lists, newsletters,
trip reports, maps, etc.
 Searches the archive files for past information to be used as articles in the newsletter, or as reference material on trip scheduling, or any other historical information that the club might need.
 Historically, this position and Conservation have been performed by one person.
Conservation
 Keeps the club informed of current and up and coming environmental issues, particularly ones where river
ecologies are involved.
 Writes letters on behalf of the club to companies and government agencies regarding environmental issues
(only on issues that have the approval of the club executive).
Webmaster
 Maintain functionality of the club’s website
 Ensure the website reflects current information
 Manage membership access to the website
 Educate executive member on performing routine website updates
 Promote website usage by club members
Members at Large
 These are members that are part of the executive with no specifically designated jobs. They are primarily
on the executive so there is a representation of the membership, and so there is a larger body of members
to vote on club issues. These executive members are frequently called upon to assist other executive
members on special projects, or anywhere extra assistance is needed. We usually have a member at large
acting as one or both of the liaison positions.

Misty Morning (photo by Lisa Dirksen)
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Winter Paddling Starts January 5th!
New Executive Members Needed!

What better time of the year to begin getting ready for the summer paddling season than in the dead of a frigid
Edmonton winter?
Get your head start by signing up for one or more paddling sessions at the Confederation Leisure Centre pool.
This facility, located just off Whitemud Drive, at 11204 - 43 Avenue in Edmonton, is ideal for training as the
water is saline and warm. No sore, red chlorine eyes after attempting a self rescue or few kayak rolls. And
there is a hot pool to relax in afterwards
Courses run Sunday evenings from 8:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. beginning on January 5th. The full schedule of offerings can be found on below.

Canoe & Kayak Lessons and Clinics
All courses will be taught by certified instructors and all equipment will be provided. Space is limited to twelve
(12) students per course.
Introductory Kayaking Course
Instructors for this course will assume participants have no knowledge of the sport, so it is an ideal starting
point for individuals interested in any style of kayaking — white-water, recreational, & sea kayaking. Sessions
focus on basic kayak safety and paddling techniques. You must be able to swim because you will get wet!
Session 1 —Sunday, January 9, 16 , 23 & 30
Session 2 — Sunday, February 6, 13, 20 & 27
Session 3 — Sunday, March 6, 13, 20 & 27
Time: 8:00—9:30 pm
Cost: $150 plus Club membership $40/ individual or $60/family
Contact Cindy at 780-963-5288 or email president@nwvoyageurs.com
Kayak Roll Clinic April - dates to be confirmed
Grow your on-water confidence and your skill set by attending our roll clinic. This clinic is open to anyone
who wishes to learn, practice, or perfect this basic kayak self-rescue technique, the kayak roll. Ideal for sea
kayakers and white-water kayakers alike.
Dates: April To be confirmed
Time: 8:00—9:30 pm
Cost:: $30 for members
Contact Cindy at 780- 963-5288 or email president@nwvoyageurs.com
Canoe Safety Clinic April –date to be confirmed
A chance to learn and practice basic canoe rescue techniques in warm water
Dates: April To be confirmed
Time: 8:00—9:30 pm
Cost:: $30 for members
Contact Cindy at 780- 963-5288
or email president@nwvoyageurs.com
Trip Coordinators Clinic April – date to be confirmed
This clinic will provide the basic policy and procedures, planning and safety involved in coordinating a Club
trip. There will be a classroom portion with a pool session and a weekend trip to plan.
Dates: April date - classroom and pool May – Pembina trip
Time: 5:30 – 9:00 pm dinner included
Cost: FREE to Members
Contact Cindy at 780-963-5288 or president@nwvoyageurs.com
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Calendar Of Events & Happenings
NWV General Meeting
Enjoy a presentation from fellow club members, and take the time
to visit with your fellow Voyageurs. Refreshments will be served.
Wednesday, October 30, 2013 7:30 PM
Strathcona Community Centre
10139 86 Avenue NW, Edmonton
Contact: Lisa at social@nwvoyageurs or 780.660.4077

Soon It Will Be Christmas!
It is only a few short months before Santa arrives, so stock
up on logo shirts from the Northwest Voyageurs. Stylish
and well made, these shirts make excellent gifts for your
whole paddling family. Contact the membership coordinator today to order one!

NWV Executive Meeting
Tuesday, November 5, 2013 7:00 PM
All members are welcome to attend
Strathcona Community Centre
10139 86 Avenue NW, Edmonton

NWV Annual General Meeting
This is your opportunity to run for a position on the Club’s executive. Come out and mingle with your fellow Voyageurs and get
involved with your Club. Refreshments will be served.
Wednesday, November 27, 2013 7:30 PM
Strathcona Community Centre
10139 86 Avenue NW, Edmonton
Contact: Lisa at social@nwvoyageurs or 780.660.4077

Kayaking On Astotin Lake (photo supplied by Elk Island National Park)

The Kadyk family would like to say a
very sincere Thank You to every one
who came to the appreciation of life
service, sent cards,
flowers and a fruit
basket to the memory
of our brother Clarence Kadyk.
- Mel Kadyk

Where Did You Paddle This Summer?
Write an article about your experiences for The Eddyline or do a presentation to
club members at a general meeting. Contact eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com or
social@nwvoyageurs.com for information.
October 2013
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Our Aims
The Northwest Voyageurs is an ideal club in which to have fun and develop your
river and flat water skills with knowledgeable fellow paddlers. We aim to:


Bring members together to enjoy paddling Alberta's rivers and lakes.



Improve members' paddling skills.



Increase river safety awareness and practices.



Promote appreciation and respect for our river heritage.

For more information on Club operations, please visit www.nwvoyageurs.com

Northwest Voyageurs Canoe & Kayak Club
Box 1341
Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 2N2
Online at: www.nwvoyageurs.com

Membership
To join NWV, you will need to complete and sign the Club’s membership form and waiver. Membership runs
from January 01 to December 31, and entitles you to a number of privileges. See our website for more details, or
contact our membership coordinator with any questions: membership@nwvoyageurs.com.

“Why delay?

Printable Membership Form: http://www.nwvoyageurs.com, then go to Club Info/Membership

membership

FEES:
Single: $40.00

Get your

today!”

Family: $60.00
Membership entitles you to a 10% discount from:
Campers Village — 10951 - 170 Street & new Southside location 3210 Gateway Blvd.
Track'n;Trail — 10148 - 82 Avenue
*MEC — 12328 - 102nd Ave NW *During MEC sponsored clubs appreciation events only

The

EDDYLINE

The Eddyline is the newsletter for the Northwest Voyageurs Canoe and Kayak Club of Edmonton, Alberta. Published monthly, except for July and August of each year, it strives to
keep members abreast of club happenings. Most club members receive a PDF copy by email
or receive notification that it is available online. If you currently receive a printed copy and
are able to receive a PDF copy instead, please let the membership coordinator know so we
can send you an electronic copy — membership@nwvoyageurs.com
Photos, articles, and suggestions for publishing may be sent to eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com
October 2013
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Your Executive
POSITION

NAME

PHONE

NWV EMAIL ADDRESS

President

Cindy

780-963-5288

president@nwvoyageurs.com

Vice President

Vacant

Treasurer

Donna

780-481-4756

treasurer@nwvoyageurs.com

Secretary

Mary

780-487-5529

secretary@nwvoyageurs.com

Membership

Donna

780-481-4756

membership@nwvoyageurs.com

Newsletter

Ken

780-487-5522

eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com

Webmaster

Lorne

Publicity

Al

780-487-0607

publicity@nwvoyageurs.com

Archives

Fran

780-752-7939

archive@nwvoyageurs.com

Conservation

Al

780-487-0607

conservation@nwvoyageurs.com

Trip Coordinator

Dirk

780-691-2042

trip@nwvoyageurs.com

Canoe Coordinator

Cindy

780-963-3305

canoe@nwvoyageurs.com

Kayak Coordinator

Cindy

780-963-3305

seakayak@nwvoyageurs.com

Equipment Manager

Lorne

Social Coordinator

Lisa

If you have questions
regarding the club or
its operations, please
contact one of the
executive members.

vicepresident@nwvoyageurs.com

Volunteers for vacant
positions will always
be welcome.

webmaster@nwvoyageurs.com

equipment@nwvoyageurs.com
780-660-4077

social@nwvoyageurs.com

Paddle your dreams!
Join the Northwest Voyageurs

President’s Message
Hello Fellow Voyageurs!
What an amazing Autumn; the splendor of the leaves and the warm weather has made for a spectacularly pleasant and long paddling season. Last weekend was a great evening to take my first kayak out for a spin around the island, slipping by a flock of 100 or so coots silhouetted in
the fading orange sky and golden reflection of the trees.
It is a 'new to me' kayak, and I hope that I, like Max who sold it to me, will still be skiing and cycling at the age of 84, even if I give up kayaking...
shoulders! What an inspiration!
This summer there were some outstanding trips with equally breathtaking photography, so it was disappointing that so few showed up at our
September meeting to share the incredible recounting of Dirk’s Nahanni trip. Thanks Dirk for sharing. The turnout to general meetings has been
declining.... is everyone just too busy, do you need a reminder, the topics not relevant or inspiring .... should we hold them just every two or
three months? Let us know.
The Edmonton Paddling Centre at Rundle Park is a terrific resource that we can better capitalize on and in 2014 we will explore further programming opportunities. If you have ideas, please share them with the Executive, and meanwhile come out and support the EPCA fundraising Paul
Kane Christmas Dinner. If it seems a bit expensive just think what people pay for political fundraising dinners...where dressing up means a coat
and tie not a sash, beaver hat, mukluks or beaded moose hide jacket...the political menu certainly has no moose, goose, or whitefish,
and definitively no brandied Christmas pudding…just a fair amount of beefing about things and ducking the truth!!! And then there will be the
fiddling and jigging and reeling - which is the common feature of both fundraisers...when loosely defined. Join us! It will be a fun evening and
fun to paddle at the ponds all next summer!
Cheers,
Cindy
October 2013
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Feature Photo

Canoe At Sunrise (photo by Ken Collett)

Do you have an awesome photo you want to share? Send your images to eddyline@nwvoyaguers.com.

The Last Page Tip
Paddling For Pictures
Why do I paddle? For me, it is a real mix of reasons. The obvious reasons are exercise, enjoyment of the great
outdoors, and the camaraderie of fellow paddlers. I also find it very relaxing, almost hypnotic. I often find myself
focusing on the paddle entering the water. Stroke after stroke, I fixate on the rhythm, sound, and visuals of the interaction between paddle and water. Stress and worry dissipate like the wake behind the boat.
I also paddle for pictures. My most recent trip was not conceived specifically for the paddling, but rather for the anticipated
photo opportunities. The paddling was still great for all the reasons I mentioned, but the overriding motivation was to paint
with light. Wherever I have paddled, unique sights have presented themselves to me to capture. Animals, plants, people, and
landscapes have all been analysed and composed through the little rectangular
hole at the back of the camera.
Paddling, especially in wilderness situations, presents my most treasured opportunities - water and air without the artifacts of human activity in the background. I am fascinated by the big skies, especially in the early morning and at
sunset. I marvel at the water, and what it does to light. Sparkles, distortions,
and strange, watery shapes accompany each wave or rapid.
Next time you are out on the water, seek out and treasure those moment of
visual beauty that you just cannot get any other way. And I invite you to
dream about how you can capture that magic and beauty so you can share it
with friends, family, & NWV Club members.
- Ken Collett
October 2013

Murtle Lake Sunset
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