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fellow Northwest Voyageur club
member paddled for a week on
Murtle Lake. I enjoyed that trip so
much I decided to return for a second visit.
Murtle Lake Marine Park is worldfamous, being the largest paddle-only
lake in North America. Located in a
pristine mountain valley, the north
and west arms are approximately 20
km long, and the lake averages three
kilometres wide.
Not only does the park offer superb
semi-wilderness paddling and camping opportunities, there are maintained hiking trails, scenic vistas, and
plentiful wildlife.
Our trip started like all other trips
on the lake begin, with a 2.5 kilometer portage from the parking lot to
the put in, a lagoon on the southeast corner of the lake.
It was a glorious September day warm, sunny, and still. We headed

towards Straight Creek group
campground, our destination for the
first night. The shallow creek was
one of the major reasons why I was
so keen on visiting Murtle again.
The clear, shallow waters are the
destination for thousands of breeding Kokanee salmon each fall.
After setting up camp, my paddling
partner and I headed to the creek to
check things out. I ended up staying
for four or five hours, observing fish
behaviour and taking photographs.
I wasn’t alone in my interest. There
were mergansers, osprey, and eagles
relying on these diminutive, plankton
eating salmoniods as a source of
nutrition. The Kokanee are also a
primary source of food for the lake’s
rainbow trout. The trout flourish as
a result, and are the reason Murtle
lake is also a renown destination for
anglers. Many of the paddlers we
met were there for the fishing,
We had wonderful weather for our
Sunday start, but that did not last.
The dark rain clouds arrived with
the dark of night. The next day we
opted to remain at Straight Creek,
doing some exploring and picture
taking between showers.

Our third day on the lake revolved
around paddling instead of walking
and clicking. After packing camp
back into the kayak, we headed
across the lake and up the west arm.
After covering 10 kilometers, we
arrived at Cottonwood, and reestablished camp. Given the forecast, we spent a fair bit of time setting tarps up over our tent and
cooking area. Of course, it did not
rain again.
For the remainder of the day we
explored the west arm. Hugging the
north shore, we paddled to Anderson Creek, hoping to catch a glimpse
of the wolf pack recently seen on
the beach there. No luck. Continuing on to File Creek, we took a
short one kilometer walk on a bad
portage trail to the navigable part of
the creek. We didn’t take our boat,
but lots of people take the time to
do so.
We next set off to Diamond Lagoon,
which is actually part of the Murtle
River. After a short look around,
we followed the south shore back to
Cottonwood, arriving at dusk, after
having covered about 21 km on the
day.
Day four was reserved for a rigorous 7.5 km hike to the summit of
Central Mountain.
(continued on page 2)

Going That Extra Mile (photo by Ken Collett)

T H E

E D D Y L I N E

P A G E

Murtle Lake - The Redux
...a real mosquito
infested slog….

2

(continued from page 1)

The huff & puff trail heads steeply up through a mossy-floored forest until a short distance from the top. The
final push is across boulder fields and rocky paths. The open alpine environment, 1000 meters above lake
level, allows excellent views of the west and north arms. Hiking down seemed to take forever, and once again
we arrived back at camp well into dusk.
We opted to keep our base at Cottonwood and paddle the five kilometers to our next destination. Another
day of hiking beckoned, this time to McDougal Falls. Hugging the south shore of the west arm, we paddled
back to Diamond Lagoon, which is where the muddy trailhead is located.
Even in September the trail is wet in places, so we could imagine it would be a real mosquito-infested slog
early in the summer. Regardless of the conditions, the trail would be interesting, maybe even spiritual, as
there are towering groves of cedars that rival any of those found on the west coast. (continued on page 3)
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(continued from page 2)

Another treat, only available on the fall, were the mushrooms. All along the trail thousands upon thousands
of fungi, representing dozens of species, had emerged from the ground. A mycologist’s dream come true.
I’m sure there were some delectable specimens in the mix, but I wouldn’t take the risk of eating any without
being extremely confident in my identification ability. I was not that confident.
The trail ends on a nice, flat slab of rock overlooking the falls. A fine spot to rest and have lunch before
heading the five kilometers back to the take out, and the further five of paddling back to camp. The end of
the fifth day was made that much more pleasing by a lovely sunset, which we got to enjoy while at camp.
The plan for our final day was simple; pack up and take a leisurely paddle back to the start. However, the
wind howled in our faces the whole 16 kilometers. The “relaxing” day quickly turned into a real calorie
burner. Murtle Lake is a real treat to visit as it has so much to offer. I may just go back.
- Story & photos by Ken Collett
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(continued from page 3)

The migration,
spawning, and
death of the
Kokanee is the
most dramatic part
of its life cycle.
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This & That
Paul Kane 1847 Christmas Dinner & Fundraiser
Many of you know that club member Werner Groeschel is an adept paddler. But did you know he is also an
accomplished carver? Werner is donating a new carving, titled “Voyageur Descending The Rapids”, to Mark
Lund’s fundraiser. All proceeds will go towards the Rundle Park Paddling Centre. It may not be too late to
join in the fun, so contact Mark if you are interested
(marklund@shaw.ca). And when there, bid big for the carving. Do Werner proud and help the paddling centre out!
Thank you Werner!

Annual Photo Contest
Each year, the Northwest Voyageurs holds a photo contest during its annual general meeting,
which is on November 27th this year. The contest is open to all club members and is judged by
all members attending the meeting.
Contest Categories:
On the Water
At the Campsite
Nature
People

Members participated in many trips
this past paddling season, so we know
there are lots of awesome pictures out
there. Dig them out of your shoe boxes, search for them on your hard
drives, and pull them off of your
memory cards. Print them up and
bring them to the meeting!
More details may be found on page 7.

Membership Expiration
All 2013 NWV memberships will expire on January 1st, 2014.
Look for the new 2014 Registration and Waiver forms coming soon to www.nwvoyageurs.com.
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This & That (Continued)
Lessons & Clinics For Canoe & Kayak
All sessions will be taught by certified instructors and all equipment will be provided. Space will be limited
to twelve (12) students per session.

Introductory Kayaking Course
Instructors for this course will assume participants have no knowledge of the sport, so it is an ideal starting
point for individuals interested in any style of kayaking - whitewater, recreational, and sea kayaking. Sessions
focus on basic kayak safety and paddling techniques. You must be able to swim because you will get wet!
Session 1 - Sunday, January 9, 16, 23 & 30
Session 2 - Sunday, February 6, 13, 20 & 27
Session 3 - Sunday, March 6, 13, 20, & 27
Time: 8:00 - 9:30 pm
Cost: $150 plus Club membership of $40/individual or $60/family
Contact Cindy at 780-963-5288 or email president@nwvoyageurs.com

Kayak Roll Clinic

Grow your on-water confidence and your skill set by attending our roll clinic. This clinic is open to anyone
who wishes to learn, practice, or perfect this basic kayak self-rescue technique, the kayak roll. Ideal for sea
kayakers and white-water kayakers alike.
Date: April To be confirmed
Time: 8:00 - 9:30 pm
Cost: $30 for members
Contact Cindy at 780-963-5288 or email president@nwvoyageurs.com

Canoe Safety Clinic

A chance to learn and practice basic canoe rescue techniques in warm water.
Date: April To be confirmed
Time: 8:00 - 9:30 pm
Cost: $30 for members
Contact Cindy at 780-963-5288 or email president@nwvoyageurs.com

Trip Coordinators Clinic
This clinic will provide the basic policy and procedures, planning and safety involved in coordinating a Club
sponsored trip. There will be a classroom portion with a pool session and a weekend trip to plan.
Dates: April for classroom and pool. May for Pembina River trip. All dates to be confirmed.
Time: 5:30 - 9:30 pm, with dinner included
Cost: FREE to members
Contact Cindy at 780-963-5288 or email president@nwvoyageurs.com

NWV Annual General Meeting
Don’t miss the AGM! It is the most important meeting of the year.
Plan on attending at 7:30 PM on Wednesday, November 27th. The current executive of the Northwest
Voyageur Canoe and Kayak Club will provide an overview of the past year’s activities, honour longtime
NWV volunteers, and all members get to have a say in the running of the Club by electing members to
each executive position. The venue is the Strathcona Community Centre, located at 10139 86 Avenue NW
in Edmonton.
In conjunction with the AGM, the Club will host their annual
photo contest. Gather your best photos together and bring
them to the meeting. Prizes will be awarded in a number
of categories. See page 7 or more details.
Come out and support your Club by volunteering to fill
one of the roles on the executive.
Without active involvement by Club members the
dynamic energy that is needed to keep the Club going
will diminish. See the list of available positions in the
October issue of The Eddyline.
Your help is needed and appreciated!
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Calendar Of Events & Happenings
NWV Annual General Meeting
Annual Photo Contest, 2013 program update, election of the Club’s
executive, & free refreshments.
Wednesday, November 27, 2013 7:30 PM
Strathcona Community Centre
10139 86 Avenue NW, Edmonton
Contact: Lisa at social@nwvoyageurs or 780.660.4077

NWV Executive Meeting
Retiring and incoming board member information exchange.
Tuesday, December 3, 2013 7:00 PM
All members are welcome to attend
Strathcona Community Centre
10139 86 Avenue NW, Edmonton

NWV Executive Meeting
Wednesday, January 7, 2014 7:30 PM
All members welcome to attend
Location to be determined

NWV Christmas Potluck Supper
Enjoy yummy foods & beverages, and talk paddling with fellow
club members. All members and spouses are invited to
attend. Hosted by Alice and Kurt Sejr, this annual event is a
highly enjoyable season tradition. More details on this December event will be provided to club members once confirmed.
Location: 52175 Range Road 224, Sherwood Park. Go
straight east on Whitemud Drive, past Highway 21, to Range
Road 224.
Contact: Lisa at social@nwvoyageurs or 780.660.4077 or
call Alice at 780-922-6200.

Look Great Next Summer!
We’ll sell you our shirts for your back. Pick up a great looking one
today. The Northwest Voyageurs
have stylish shirts for sale.
Cotton T-Shirts are available in the
following colors: Heather Cardinal,
Maroon, Cherry Red, Safety
Green, Stone Blue, and Ash Grey.
Quick Dry Shirts (pictured above)
are dark Navy blue with grey trim.
Prices, colors, and sizes are on the new Membership forms on the
Club’s website http://www.nwvoyageurs.com/index.php/join-us
The forms can be used for just for ordering shirts if you like.
Contact the membership coordinator for more info!

Shirts Make Super Christmas Presents!
Annual Photo Contest - November 27th
Bring your best paddling photos to be viewed and voted on
during our Annual Photo Contest, held each year at our
AGM. Simply print out your photos (any size will do) and
bring them along with you to the meeting (time and location
details to the left).
Eligibility Rules:
 Contest is open to NWV Club Members
 Photos must be from
2013 club events
 Only printed versions of
photos will be accepted
Contest Categories:
On the Water
At the Campsite
Nature
People

Go through your photos
looking for those winning
visual gems. Winning is
seldom bad!

Where Will You Paddle Next Summer?
It is time to start thinking about 2014. Stay tuned for information
about next season’s trip schedule. The latest news is always on
www.nwvoyageurs.com.
November 2013
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(photo by Mary Villeneuve)
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NWV Club Information
Our Aims
The Northwest Voyageurs is an ideal club in which to have fun and develop your
river and flat water skills with knowledgeable fellow paddlers. We aim to:


Bring members together to enjoy paddling Alberta's rivers and lakes.



Improve members' paddling skills.



Increase river safety awareness and practices.



Promote appreciation and respect for our river heritage.

For more information on Club operations, please visit www.nwvoyageurs.com

Northwest Voyageurs Canoe & Kayak Club
Box 1341
Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 2N2
Online at: www.nwvoyageurs.com

Membership
To join NWV, you will need to complete and sign the Club’s membership form and waiver. Membership runs
from January 1st to December 31st, and entitles you to a number of privileges. See our website for more details, or
contact our membership coordinator with any questions: membership@nwvoyageurs.com.

“Why delay?

Printable Membership Form: http://www.nwvoyageurs.com, then go to Club Info/Membership

membership

FEES:
Single: $40.00

Get your

today!”

Family: $60.00
Membership entitles you to a 10% discount from:
Campers Village — 10951 - 170 Street & new Southside location 3210 Gateway Blvd.
Track'n;Trail — 10148 - 82 Avenue
*MEC — 12328 - 102nd Ave NW *During MEC sponsored clubs appreciation events only

The

EDDYLINE

The Eddyline is the newsletter for the Northwest Voyageurs Canoe and Kayak Club of Edmonton, Alberta. Published monthly, except for July and August of each year, it strives to
keep members abreast of club happenings. Most club members receive a PDF copy by email
or receive notification that it is available online. If you currently receive a printed copy and
are able to receive a PDF copy instead, please let the membership coordinator know so we
can send you an electronic copy — membership@nwvoyageurs.com
Photos, articles, and suggestions for publishing may be sent to eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com
November 2013
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Your Executive
POSITION

NAME

PHONE

NWV EMAIL ADDRESS

President

Cindy

780-963-5288

president@nwvoyageurs.com

Vice President

Vacant

Treasurer

Donna

780-481-4756

treasurer@nwvoyageurs.com

Secretary

Mary

780-487-5529

secretary@nwvoyageurs.com

Membership

Donna

780-481-4756

membership@nwvoyageurs.com

Newsletter

Ken

780-487-5522

eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com

Webmaster

Lorne

Publicity

Al

780-487-0607

publicity@nwvoyageurs.com

Archives

Fran

780-752-7939

archive@nwvoyageurs.com

Conservation

Al

780-487-0607

conservation@nwvoyageurs.com

Trip Coordinator

Dirk

780-691-2042

trip@nwvoyageurs.com

Canoe Coordinator

Cindy

780-963-3305

canoe@nwvoyageurs.com

Kayak Coordinator

Cindy

780-963-3305

seakayak@nwvoyageurs.com

Equipment Manager

Lorne

Social Coordinator

Lisa

vicepresident@nwvoyageurs.com

If you have questions
regarding the club or
its operations, please
contact one of the
executive members.
Volunteers for vacant
positions will always
be welcome.

webmaster@nwvoyageurs.com

equipment@nwvoyageurs.com
780-660-4077

social@nwvoyageurs.com

Paddle your dreams!
Join the Northwest Voyageurs

President’s Message
Hello Fellow Voyageurs!
From my living room window, I see another great paddling season has now solidified into a sheet of white.
There were great trips this year, sometimes it was the scenery, often it was the water - whether
smooth, clear lakes or keep-focused white water - it was always the people. Helping, sharing, diverse
conversations, spare dry socks, whoops of delight, a goofy hat, little known factoids, shared gastronomic delights and the laughter. Lots and lots of laughter. A great season….
I am hoping lots of you will attend the AGM to share the pictures and stories of your paddling season.
This is also the time of year to renew our Board and I encourage you to step up. When all the positions
are filled it is a light workload for everyone. You will join a great team of knowledgeable people who
have decided to continue on, and believe me, they are a pleasure to work with. A HUGE THANKS from
the PREZ!
There are opportunities that the Club has recently undertaken, greater collaboration with other canoe/
kayak clubs for training, tripping, advocating and lobbying for a program/storage facility with access to
moving water. Support us in changing the opportunities for paddling in Edmonton and on the North
Saskatchewan river.
And lastly, I invite you to celebrate the holiday season with us at Kurt and Alice's this December .
Yours in paddling,

Cindy
November 2013

Cindy At Desolation Sound
(photo by Al Stewart)
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Feature Photos

Columbia River Camping (photos by Ken Collett)

Do you have an awesome photo you want to share? Send your images to eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com.

The Last Page Tip
Bagged!
The brilliantly coloured sun is setting over the hills as you relax in your canoe. Your paddle is laying across the gunwales, and you have framed
an award winning picture in the viewfinder of your camera. Just then, you are startled by the ringing of your cell phone, and the camera slips
from your fingers. Bending over to make a desperate grab for it, the phone slides out of your shirt pocket. Little trails of bubbles leading
down to the bottom are now the only traces left. If you want your serenity meter to instantly swing from pastoral green to raging red, this is
a scenario that just might cause it!
How can you change potentially devastating accidents into mere inconveniences? Bag it. There is quite a wide range of
waterproof containers for your use. They range from back-packable behemoths that are great for canoeing to small,
clear pouches that are perfect for mobile devices. I you are like me, you have many. Here are two of my favorites:
Outdoor Reasearch makes a waterproof, lightweight sack that is compressible. Fill the Drycomp
Summit Sack with jackets, sleeping bag, or other light, compressible items for the trip to
camp. Then use it as a daypack for your day hike. It even comes complete with two
pockets (great for water bottles) and a number of attachment points. This one is new
for me, but is quickly becoming a go to favorite.
If you need “bombproof” protection for gear, the Watershed Ocoee is for you.
Small enough to put in a kayak cockpit or tuck in the bow of your canoe, this
bag is rugged and waterproof. Combined with a padded liner, this bag is
excellent for toting camera equipment, with ample room for a selection of
lens and accessories. The Ocoee is a first choice for many people, and has been
in my collection for years. Need more room? Bigger models are available.
Protect your valuables, and keep your meter on green!
- Ken Collett
November 2013
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