
The EddylinePaddling session has off icially begun!

Time to take the gear out of storage and 
this is a good time to check everything 
over and make sure all your gear is 
functional and in good repair before you 
hit the water.

NWV members receive a 10%  discount at 
MEC club night on Thursday April 16th.

Your Eddyline Editor, Pat.

A view of Big Lake on April 10, 2015.  The far 
end of the lake stil l had a thin skif f  of ice.

Boat access is from the Kinsmen RV 
campground just outside St. Albert (follow 
short dirt trail f rom parking lot to the put out) 
or from the boat launch in downtown St. 
Albert (will be a short paddle upstream on the 
Sturgeon River to Big Lake)

Get ready to Paddle!!
April 2015



Rentals of Touring or Sea Kayaks

Hello members, 

 Lorne here, I am the equipment manager if  you do not already know me. I am writ ing this due to an updated rental policy. The 
existing Rental Agreement will stil l apply for the rental of canoes and Whitewater Kayaks. The change we have had to make is 
to the Sea Kayak f leet. Over the past several years the rental of Touring or Sea Kayaks has increased to the point where we 
have no boats available for members to use due to the current demands and rental periods. 

 We the Executive have been working on what should be done to ensure boats are available to all of our members. As such we 
are limiting the use of the Touring/Sea Kayaks to the Daily rental portion of the agreement. This will mean the members will 
have to return the Touring Kayaks to the boathouse at the end of each trip. The rental rate for the Touring Kayaks will be $25 
per day and $5 per day for each day after the f irst day. 

 While we realize this is not the ideal situation and may not be the most convenient but we feel this has to be done to allow 
the sharing of these boats to satisfy the demand for these boats. We have also purchased 2 new Touring Kayaks for use this 
year in hopes of alleviating the demand for these boats. As of the date of April 7th, 2015 the new rental policy took effect and 
we will be reviewing this policy on a regular basis to see if  we can make some additional tweaks to the processes and rental 
policies. 

 Thank you, 

Lorne Tkachuk

Equipment Manager 



Club Social Activity - Slideshow Presentation by Mike Eaton
Wednesday April 29th at 7:30 pm

 Strathcona Community Centre

Our own NWV webmaster Mike Eaton, will be giving a presentation on April 29th on various paddling trips he has been on.  A 
member of NWV for a few years now, Mike is a keen kayaker who is continually striving to take his paddling skil ls to the next 
level as well as build a strong base of knowledge about the sport.  Mike will sharing his experiences of a variety of river 
trips and some sea kayaking experiences around the Gulf Islands. 

Upcoming Events:

April 17 - Trip Coordinator Basics Workshop

April 24 - Pool Session # 2 (a.k.a. Warm Water Experience)

April 29 - Club Social -  Presentation by Mike Eaton of 

paddling trips in river & sea

May 15-17 - 3 Rivers White Water Rendevous

May 23-24 - Pembina/Lobstick Club Camp  

May 27 - Open House at the Family Centre in Rundle Park 

May 30 - McLeod River - Mercoal

June 3 - Rundle Ponds social & practice 

POOL SESSION # 2!!!

If  you couldn't make it to the 1st session, our next 
session is coming up on Friday April 24th, from 7:00 pm 
to 8:00 pm. 

This is intended as a fun evening of getting wet, and is 
FREE to all 2015 members of the Northwest Voyageurs.  
MacEwan's pool is in the building between 108 and 109 
Street, on 104 Ave and there is a fair bit of street parking 
on the north (105 Ave) side of the building.

We will meet at 6:45 at the main entrance to the pool, 
and bring your swimsuit and a towel, plus a lock (or 
change) to lock your extra stuff .

For more information contact Donna at 780 481 4756.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES



Both canoes and kayaks were launched into the pool and time was spent on paddling 
strokes, wet exits and rescue and reentry techniques.  Big thanks to Mel Kadyk for 
teaching all of us canoe newbies how to get back into a canoe after capsizing (and 
then helpfully dumping us back into the drink for our efforts) and for demonstrating 
proper throw bag technique to assist capsized paddlers. Also a big thank you to Mike 
Eaton for organizing us kayakers and helping us with our wet exits and kayak 
re-entries and last by not least, thank you to Donna for organizing the whole event.  
It was an hour well spent followed by a nice soak in the hot tub. 

 For those of us who would like to their f irst (and hopefully only) dump of the year to 
occur in a nice warm pool, a second pool session is booked for Friday April 24th f rom 
7 ? 8 pm at the Grant McEwan pool.  Meet in the lobby at 6:45 pm. 

Pool Session # 1 - Practice makes perfect! 



WHAT'S NEW

Fitness Paddle 

 New to the club?s 2015 paddling calendar is a Sunday morning ?Fitness Paddle? to be held at Islet Lake located in the Blackfoot 
Cooking Lake Provincial Recreational Area.  This paddling opportunity will be a more structured type of paddle for those paddlers 
who want to incorporate their enjoyment of paddling with improving cardiovascular f itness, working on improving their paddling 
skil ls as well as opportunities to practice individual and group rescue skills in a safe environment. 

 Lest you think this will be an hour of racing around a lake gasping for air, it is not.  This paddling opportunity will be appropriate 
for everyone regardless of skil l level or current cardiovascular conditioning.  We will be ?playing? on the water and will work on 
improving our personal paddling skil ls and 
cardiovascular conditioning through the use of 
games, dril ls, t imed sets, etc.  Your personal heart 
rate will dictate your pace. 

 The f itness paddle will begin with a short session 
of stretches, to get the blood f lowing and to warm 
and gently stretch our muscles and ligaments to 
protect from strain injuries.  The paddle itself  will 
vary from week to week.  After the paddle, there 
will be coffee and muff ins for those who are able 
to spend a bit of t ime relaxing before packing up 
and heading home. 

 There is a f itness paddle scheduled for every Sunday from July 5th to August 30 (with the exception of Aug 2nd) from 10 am to 
12pm.  Please contact me by noon on the Saturday prior to a Sunday Fitness Paddle at the very latest if  you are planning to 
participate.

Hope to see you there!

Pat 

Ph: (780) 922-6076 or email: phaynes123@me.com 



Paddle Alberta Basic Adaptive Paddling 
Leader Clinic

Location:  St. Albert

Date:  July 11, 2015

The Clinic is for instructors, club trip 
coordinators and group leaders to learn 
adaptive paddling techniques for 
recreational canoes, kayaks and SUPs.

Only 10 spots available $60, includes 
paddling equipment and lunch.

Click here to Register

Trip Coordinator Basics Workshop

Date:  April 17, 2015

Time:  7:00 pm

Place:  Percy Page Centre

Type of Course:  Classroom

RSVP:  tripping@ceyana.ca

*free for NWV & Ceyana members

UPCOMING COURSES & VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Hello to the fine folks of the Northwest Voyageurs Canoe & Kayak Club!! 

 While this isn't strictly canoe-related, and has more to do with oars than paddles, 
it does have to do with the river and the voyageur history your name evokes.

 I work at Fort Edmonton Park, where we currently have in use one York Boat 
and are building another.

 As you may know, the York Boats were the workhorses of the Hudson's Bay 
Company trade network, carrying up to four tonnes of cargo up and down the 
rivers of Western Canada to supply their trading forts and bring the furs to port.

 I am hoping to recruit more volunteers with some woodworking experience to 
come in once a week and help our staff boat builder complete the new boat over 
the next two summers.

 We currently have a team of volunteers that include Industrial Arts teachers, avid 
river-users, ticketed carpenters, and amateur enthusiasts.

 The work requires some skill, but is not intensive, so age should be no barrier. 
Neither is gender.  While it is at Fort Edmonton, costuming is not necessary, as 
the primary focus will be on the work, and not on interacting with the public. I 
am primarily in need of volunteers with weekday availability, as it is the more 
challenging to fill.

 There are many benefits to volunteering of course, not the least is the chance to 
crew the current boat on it's short river trips.

 I have included a short article that outlines a little more about the project, 
includes pictures, and might possibly be included in your next newsletter.  

Hope to hear from you, thank you! 

 -- Tom Long, Public Interpretation Coordinator 

http://www.paddlealberta.org/education/adaptive_paddling_leader_cliinic.asp
mailto:tripping@ceyana.ca
mailto:tripping@ceyana.ca


O the woeful indignities of old age! 

Fort Edmonton?s venerable York Boat often referred to as ?Methuselah? these past few years, is 
approaching the end of its twenties and looking every minute of it. Most historical York Boats were 
built to last a year - perhaps two - but no more.  While the boat does have a few years left in her, 

the time it takes to get her shipshape and Bristol-fashion these days is considerable. The hull must be tarred, the oakum 
checked.  Last year alone a rotted section of the sternpost had to be completely replaced and the boat was kept out of the 
water for the whole season. And all this must be accomplished by our boat builder while answering questions and discussing 
the importance York Boats  to our thousands of guests!

It is with respect to the old girl that we have decided to focus more of our 
energy on f inishing her replacement. 

Our visitors will also recall that we have a new 
boat under construction. This smaller, more 
nimble hull has grown slightly over the years, 
but the more work that her older sister requires; 
the less attention she can be paid. We are hoping 
that 2015 can be a year of great progress if  we 
can get the help we need.  So if  you are a skil led 
or amateur craftsperson who knows their birch 
from their spruce and their skil l-saw from their 
adze, we might just have a role for you ? or your 
friend, or brother or sister. 

 Assistant Boatbuilders Needed at Fort Edmonton Park! 



York Boat cont'd:

We are hoping to recruit volunteer boatbuilders who can commit 40 hours over the course of June, July and August next summer, 
2015. This could be a day a week, more or less. You need not be in costume. You need not be a ticketed carpenter or boatbuilder. 
We can provide an expert to oversee, but we need many hands to make light work.  

Your reward? Besides the joys of volunteering and the pride in ensuring that the River City?s iconic watercraft is on display for 
many more years ? you ensure yourself   the singular thril l to stand astride the heaving decks, hand on the til ler, when the boat 
next takes to water!  

Contact Tom Long, Public Interpretation Coordinator

Phone (780) 496-8729 or email at tom.long@fortedmontonpark.ca for more information! 



NWV Executive Contact List

Position Name Email Phone

President Cindy president@nwvoyageurs.com 963-5288

Vice-President open vicepresident@nwvoyageurs.com N/A

Treasurer Donna treasurer@nwvoyageurs.com 481-4756

Secretary Rachel secretary@nwvoyageurs.com 487-5529

Membership Donna membership@nwvoyageurs.com 481-4756
Coordinator

Trip Coordinator Dirk trip@nwvoyageurs.com 691-2042

Canoe Coordinator open canoe@nwvoyageurs.com N/A

Kayak Coordinator Cindy kayak@nwvoyageurs.com N/A

Webmaster Mike webmaster@nwvoyageurs.com 902-3953

Eddyline Editor Pat eddyline@nwvoyageurs.com 922-6076

Publicity open publicity@nwvoyageurs.com N/A

Archive Fran archive@nwvoyageurs.com N/A

Equipment Lorne equipment@nwvoyageurs.com 964-2531
Manager

Conservation Alan conservation@nwvoyageurs.com N/A

Social Coordinator Lisa social@nwvoyageurs.com 660-4077

Member at Large open memberatlarge@nwvoyageurs.com N/A


